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Welcome to Our Guests
It is always a joy to share our faith and worship with people visiting from around the world.
Please know your presence and participation in our service is most appreciated. At Lihue Lutheran we celebrate Holy Communion at every service. You are certainly welcome in joining us
as our Lord comes to us in this holy meal.

Prayer Concerns
Please remember these people in your prayers during the week: Kurt Medeiros, Bob & Joann
Clash, Sally Rasay, Linda Garrett, Stan Weeks, Ronnie Pacheco, Pagatpatan ohana, Villanueva
ohana, Geronimo ohana, David Gragg, Joe Morgan, Zosimo and Virginia Austria, Karen Kinoshita, Jake Whisenhunt, Rick Rentz, Norman Dibble, Kazue Zaima, Virginia Hines-Aflague,
John Mattek, Robert Girald II (Bobby Girald’s son), Kristie Schmid (Tony’s sister), Lolli Hagen,
Abraham Torres, Sr., Kristy Kahananui, Sonny Koerte, Uncle Joe, Mallory Rodriguez, Steve
Schantz, Peter Alisna, Tirzah Pope, Pastor Matthew Weber, Joyce Anglemyer, Stephen Shioi,
Peggy Hood, Jason Shimono, Richard Rasay, Nancy Nelson (formely Mandell), Karen & Patrick
Pavao, Edward Rasay, Karen Richards (friend of Nancy Mandell), Marcos Larson (Liedeke’s
son), Dora Jane Rowell, Penny Parraga, Leticia Ancog (Kurt Javinar’s sister), Yvonne Shinseki,
Al Dressler (Larry’s Father), Shirley Hallman (Denese Alcott’s Mother), Mercy Ballesteros, Mike
LaBerge, Anna Marie & Phil Croghan, Judy Carlson, Caroline Johnson, Sheila Belarmino, Ray
Roderick, Sayla Hachey, The Church Council, and leaders in the ELCA. If you have additional
prayer requests, please let the church office know. “Ask it in my name . . .” Mahalo for your love.

Remembering Our Military
As we gather for worship, please remember those serving us in the military, and the families of
our Hawai’i National Guard. These names have been given by loved ones and family members:
Navy – TJ, Javinar, Kristian Matsumoto, Coast Guard - Brian Rodriguez, Navy - Kiana Alisna,
Coast Guard - Ke’ale Renta Army - Jason Lumacad, Levi Fajardo: Air Force - Steven Javinar,
Ikaika Fajardo, Army - Brandon Perkinson, Drew Cox, Tony Garton: National Guard - Benji MacKenzie, Eddie Resinto, Fred Casticimo, Philip Kamakea, Anthony Y. Torres, Master Sgt. If you
know of someone you would like added to our prayer list, please advise the church office.

Lihue Lutheran Spotlight
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Introduction
Today’s festival rejoices in God’s blessings. We recall and celebrate
our adoption as God’s children, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the
promised company of almighty God when we “pass through the waters . . . the rivers . . . fire.” On this day the heavens open again for this
assembly, and we receive the gift of God’s Beloved, Jesus, in bread
and wine.
Overview
The Voice of God
Are you longing to hear God’s voice? What would it be like to hear
God call you by name? For many it seems that God spoke to people long ago and far
away, but now in this time and place God’s voice is much less clear and less audible.
Perhaps we cannot hear the voice of God because our world is full of noise? Perhaps
we are not open to the particular frequency in which God chooses to call us? Perhaps
we continually tune out this heavenly summons with our daily rush, not taking the time
to quiet ourselves, our minds, our inner voices. We can use this time after Epiphany to
clear out a corner of our lives for quiet prayer, meditation, or centering. Maybe then we
will be able to hear . . . to sense . . . to listen.
Listen! God’s voice comes from heaven to call us by name, speak to the earth, shake
the wilderness, and to anoint “the Beloved.” Listen! God’s people speak words of covenant, commitment, and community in the liturgy of baptism. Listen! God’s word surrounds this day with power and majesty and “in the temple of the Lord all are crying,
‘Glory!’” (Ps. 29:9). In this season of epiphanies, today’s miraculous encounter with the
living God immerses us in the sound of God’s voice and bathes us in God’s baptismal
promise. All who are splashed by this water gasp, cry, exclaim, sigh, and sing. Let all
who have breath, praise the Lord!
Theological Reflection
The voice of God from heaven speaks a word of truth over Jesus that is spoken over all
who are baptized: “You are my [child], the Beloved; with you I am well
pleased” (Luke 3:22). Two things are made clear in this declaration. First, you are the
object of God’s love; your status is that of “beloved,” which means you are dearly loved
by God. You are dear to the heart of God. Second, God is well pleased with you. These
declarations do not come about because of anything you do, but simply because God
wants to remind you of what is already yours.
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Announcements and Weekly
Events!
Welcome, Check-In, and Announcements
In the Facebook chatbox share how Advent and Christmas have inspired you.

Announcements


All-Church Work Day
Sunday, January 22, 9am-1pm (still TBD)



Installation Service + Meet with the Bishop
Saturday, Feb @ 3pm in the church and online

Weekly Events


Ghetto Sweet Tarts

Monday, Jan 10, New Year’s Kickoff in the fellowship hall 5:30-7pm


BOBS Bible Study—1 Corinthians + Zoom https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81697480303
Tuesday, Jan 11, @ 5:30-7pm in the fellowship hall



Centering Prayer with Liedeke Bulder
Saturday, Jan 15, @ 9-11am via zoom https://us04web.zoom.us/j/9079773456



Youth Group
Sunday, Jan 16, Youth group in the fellowship hall 5:30-7pm
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Baptism of Our Lord
Order for Worship
*Confession and Forgiveness

P Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us, redeems
us, and calls us by name.
C Amen.
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P Most merciful God,
C we confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved
children. We have turned our faces away from your glory when
it did not appear as we expected. We have rejected your Word
when it made us confront ourselves. We have failed to show
hospitality to those you called us to welcome. Accept our repentance for the things we have done and the things we have
left undone. For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe in the glory of your
Son born among us, and reflect your love for all creation.
P Rejoice in this good news: In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven.
You are descendants of the Most High, adopted into the household of Christ,
and inheritors of eternal life. Live as freed and forgiven children of God.
C Amen.

*Gathering Song

We Know That Christ Is Raised
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*The Apostolic Greeting
P The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit, be with you all.
C And also with you.

*Kyrie
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*Response

This is the Feast

8

9

*Prayer of the Day
P

Let us pray. Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism
with the Holy Spirit and revealed him as your beloved Son.
Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit faithful in your
service, that we may rejoice to be called children of God,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

First Reading

Isaiah 43:1-7

Near the end of Israel’s exile in Babylon, God promises to bring the people home. They need no longer be
afraid, because the one who formed, created, and called them by name now redeems them from all their
enemies. God declares them precious and honored, and God loves them.
1

But now thus says the Lord, he who created
you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: Do
not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called
you by name, you are mine. 2When you pass
through the waters, I will be with you; and
through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be
burned, and the flame shall not consume you.
3
For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of
Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt as your ransom,
Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 4Because

A The Word of the Lord

you are precious in my sight, and honored, and I
love you, I give people in return for you, nations
in exchange for your life. 5Do not fear, for I am
with you; I will bring your offspring from the
east, and from the west I will gather you; 6I will
say to the north, “Give them up,” and to the
south, “Do not withhold; bring my sons from far
away and my daughters from the end of the earth
7
everyone who is called by my name, whom I
created for my glory, whom I formed and made.”

C Thanks be to God.

Psalm

Psalm 29

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. (Ps. 29:3)
1

Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, ascribe to the
Lord glory and strength.
2
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due God’s name;
worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.
3
The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the
God of glory thunders; the Lord is upon the
mighty waters.
4
The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice;
the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.
5
The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees;

the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
the Lord makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
7
The voice of the Lord
bursts forth in lightning flashes.
8
The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; the Lord shakes the wilderness of
Kadesh.
9
The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees
writhe and strips the forests bare.
6

10

And in the temple of the Lord all are crying,
“Glory!”
10
The Lord sits enthroned above the flood;
the Lord sits enthroned as king forever-

Second Reading

more.
11
O Lord, give strength to your people;
give them, O Lord, the blessings of peace.

Acts 8:1:14-17

Peter and John are sent to support the new Christians in Samaria, a group that was recently baptized
after hearing the good news of Christ through the preaching of Philip. Here the Samaritans receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit in the laying on of hands.
14

Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that
Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent
Peter and John to them. 15The two went down and
prayed for them that they might receive the Holy
Spirit 16(for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any

A The Word of the Lord

of them; they had only been baptized in the
name of the Lord Jesus). 17Then Peter and John
laid their hands on them, and they received the
Holy Spirit.

C Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation

Holy Gospel

Luke 3:15-17,21-22

The reading opens with questions about the identity of the Messiah. John the Baptist insists that he is not
the Messiah; instead he points ahead to one who is coming. And whether the voice of God was heard by
all or only by Jesus, God settles the matter: Jesus is God’s beloved Son.

P The Holy Gospel according to
Saint Luke, the third chapter.

11
15

As the people were filled with expectation, and
all were questioning in their hearts concerning
John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with
water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and
fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear
his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquencha-

ble fire.”
21
Now when all the people were baptized, and
when Jesus also had been baptized and was
praying, the heaven was opened, 22and the Holy
Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a
dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are
my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well
pleased.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.

Keiki Sermon
Sermon
*Hymn of the Day Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart
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*Apostles’ Creed
P Let us join together in reciting the Apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven
and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our
Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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*The Prayers of the Church
P The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to
pray for the church, the world, and all that God has made.
A By the Holy Spirit, you gather your church and send it out in mission to share
the good news of Jesus. Inspire your faithful people to be fervent in prayer and
service, that all people know they are precious in God’s sight. God of grace,
C hear our prayer.
A You reveal your love and power through water and the Spirit. Guard rivers,
seas, and all bodies of water from destruction and pollution. Secure access to
clean water for all, and protect the land from drought and flood. God of grace,
C hear our prayer.
A Establish among the nations the blessings of peace. Raise up leaders who will
protect vulnerable people in their care. Strengthen advocates who risk reputation or retaliation for the sake of mercy and justice. God of grace,
C hear our prayer.
A You protect us through the fires and troubled waters of this life. Assure us that
we will not be cut off from you by illness or despair, anxiety or pain, confusion or
weakness. Comfort all who are in need. God of grace,
C hear our prayer.
A We are joined in baptism to Christ and to one another. Bless those who are
newly baptized and those who are preparing for baptism. Help us to be faithful
in fellowship, worship, evangelism, service, and justice-seeking. God of grace,
C hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
A You created each of your saints for your glory. We give thanks for those you
have called by name into your eternal embrace. Comfort us in grief and release
us from fear. God of grace,
C hear our prayer.
P Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of
our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
C Amen

14

*The Queen’s Prayer

English Translation
1. O Lord thy Loving Mercy,
Is high as the Heavens.
It tells us of thy truth.
And ‘tis filled with holiness

3. For thy grace I beseech thee.
Bring us ‘neath thy protection.
And peace will be thy portion
Now and forever more. Amen

The Sharing of the Peace
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.
P Let us share the peace of the Lord with those here locally
and those joining us online via Facebook live! As the ushers
come forward, take a minute to share “Aloha” with those joining us online!

Offertory Word

We invite you partner with us in ministry through the pandemic with a one-time gift,
tithe, or offering. Ministry is never done alone, but in collaboration with the community
gathered so that we can be the community sent. If God puts it on your heart to give,
donations can be given here today, mailed in, or given online our website here or you
can copy and paste the weblink on the next page @
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https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?a
pver3=tYgT1GfNxRUldiimjHMvORYXmm3bazY6GfrmTtVDZydskSODEaUp5lt373GHnco2evTpo0mld6BrVzd2nG0p8xSFKZ9u6c4AzLo4CjNx7k=&ver=3

Offertory Response

Lord of Aloha

*Offertory Prayer
P Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, Sovereign of the universe. You offer us
new beginnings and guide us on our journey. Lead us to your table, nourish us
with this heavenly food, and prepare us to carry your love to a hungry world, in
the name of Christ, our light.
C Amen.
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Invitation to Communion
Come to Christ’s table. There is ap lace for you and enough for all!

*The Words of Institution

(All are welcome to share in this meal with us. The sacraments are provided in accordance to synodical guidelines in collaboration with CDC, state, and local precautions. If
you do not have sacraments, please raise your hand and an usher will bring them to you.)

*The Lord’s Prayer

P Let us pray the prayer our Lord taught us to pray...
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and for
give us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trepass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the Kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

*The Post-Communion Blessing

P May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you
in His grace.
C Amen.

*The Prayer After Communion

P We give you thanks, gracious God, for we have feasted on the abundance of
your house. Send us to bring good news and to proclaim your favor to all,
strengthened with the richness of your grace in your Son, Jesus Christ.
C Amen.
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*The Blessing

P God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, and
who calls you by name, ☩ bless your going out and your coming in, today and
forever.
C Amen.

*The Sending Song

Let All Things Now Living
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Dismissal

P Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the Good News!
C Thanks be to God.

Upcoming Commemorations
Adrian of Canterbury, teacher, died around 710 (TFF)
Sunday, January 9, 2022
African by birth, Adrian (or Hadrian) worked with Theodore, archbishop of Canterbury,
in developing the church in England. He was director of a school at which church leaders were trained.
Martin Luther King Jr., renewer of society, martyr, died 1968
Saturday, January 15, 2022
An American prophet of justice among races and nations, King was an eloquent
preacher, a leader of the nonviolent resistance to race-segregated society, and recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964. Born on this date, he was assassinated on April
4, 1968.
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For Further Reflection
Let the Children Come
God’s voice is heard directly in today’s reading from Isaiah and speaks from heaven in
Luke’s account of Jesus’ baptism. With advance preparation, a wide range of people
can be invited to give voice to today’s readings, including the parts attributed to God.
Children can be readers and can be invited to help the assembly notice and reflect on
the different voices they hear. What does God’s voice sound like? How do we know?
Theological Reflection
John has some seemingly harsh words for the crowds in Luke 3:17. Unfortunately, his
words are frequently translated in the same way as Jesus’ parable of the sheep and
goats (Matt. 25:31-46): often wheat and chaff are interpreted as two different kinds of
people—like the sheep and goats in Matthew’s parable. Chaff is the husk that surrounds the part of the wheat that is good for food; the chaff is the unusable part that
does not bring any nourishment. But they are part of the same stalk. John’s warning
here is that the unnourishing or sinful parts of us will be burned away. John’s message
is good news! God is doing the work of purifying God’s people so we can nourish the
world.
Connections with Creation
In his plunge into the River Jordan, Jesus chooses to identify with human beings and
with God’s creation. As John the Baptist says, everyone baptized into Christ is baptized
“with the Holy Spirit and fire” (Luke 3:16). The fire of God’s love burns away all chaff.
Quickly or slowly it burns away everything in us that is not love so that we come to regard the world as God does: precious, sacred, and filled with divine presence. The holy
love into which we were plunged in baptism extends not only to us but to every sparrow
and whale, every earthworm and elephant, every maple tree and mountain. Baptism
into Christ isn’t about joining a club, belonging to a tribe, or affiliating with people “like
us.” Baptism into Christ is a radical act of humility and compassion, joining us to the
One who identifies with every human being and all creation.
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Worship Reflection
What biblical texts stood out to me and why?
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
What do I feel God is trying to say to me in and through this sermon?

_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
Is the Holy Spirit prompting me to change something in my heart or life? If yes,
what is it? What is one step I can take to make a positive change in my life this
week?
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________
Where did I see/hear God in the sermon?
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

