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 Welcome to this worship service as together we acknowledge our new-
born king! 

 A special word of thanks to those who are willing to give their time and 
gifts to lead this worship service. 

 There are cushions available in the narthex to make this worship experi-
ence more comfortable.  If you would like a cushion, please ask one of the ush-
ers and it will be provided. 

 Note too, there are times when the congregation is asked to stand for the 
singing of hymns.  If you are unable to stand or are more comfortable sitting, 
know you are welcome to remain seated. 

 Todayôs service is an adaptation from the original Nine Lessons and Car-
ols service written in 1918 at Kingôs College, Cambridge.  World War I had just 
ended, and the continent of Europe was still grieving the cost of war.  In this en-
vironment, the service helped the worshippers reflect not just on the redemptive 
work of God in the nativity in Bethlehem, but the on going redemption God con-
tinues to bring to broken lives and in a broken world.  In hearing the words and 
singing the hymns we pray you hear Godôs healing voice once again this Christ-
mas. 
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(808) 245 -2145  
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Liedeke Bulder, Assisting Minister  
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Christmas Eve  
Service of Scripture, Carols,  

& Holy Communion  
 
 
 
*Processional Hymn   
                                Once In Royal Davidõs City 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*The Invocation   
P We gather on this Christmas Eve, in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
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*The Bidding Prayers  
P Let us come before our new-born king in prayer. 

 Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C Lord, have mercy upon us. 

P Christ, have mercy upon us. 
C Christ, have mercy upon us. 

P Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C Lord, have mercy upon us. 

P Jesus, name called Wonderful, Jesus, our great 
Counselor, Jesus, true and mighty God, Jesus, Prince of Peace: 

C We praise and bless your holy name. 

P Jesus, Son of David, Jesus, Branch of Jesse, Jesus, Bright and Morning 
Star:  

C May you be born in our hearts to bring peace and good will over all 
the earth, we pray. 

P Jesus, Scepter of Israel, Jesus, Light of the Gentiles, Jesus, Desire of 
Nations, Jesus, Sun of Righteousness: 

C Help us and bless us. 

P O Jesus, hear us, 
C And prepare us for your coming. 

P Lead us to your manger throne, 
C And give us your peace. 

P The peace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the commun-
ion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

òThe First Readingó  Genesis 3: 8-13, 17 -19 
If indeed, the primary focus of Christmas is the birth of a Savior, then it leaves the 
question: ñFrom what do we need to be saved?ò  The first reading from Genesis de-
scribes the entrance of sin into our lives and creation, and the consequence our sin 
brings in the brokenness from God, each other, and the world. 

Then the man and his wife heard the 
sound of the Lord God as he was walk-
ing in the garden in the cool of the day, 
and they hid from the Lord God among 
the trees of the garden.  But the Lord 

God called to the man, ñWhere are 
you?ò 

He answered, ñI heard you in the gar-
den, and I was afraid because I was na-
ked; so I hid.ò 
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*òResponsive Hymnó What Child Is This  

And he said, ñWho told you that you were 
naked?  Have you eaten from the tree 
that I commanded you not to eat from?ò 

The man said. ñThe woman you put here 
with meðshe gave me some fruit from 
the tree, and I ate it.ò 

Then the Lord God said to the woman, 
ñWhat is this you have done?ò 

The woman said, ñThe serpent deceived 
me, and I ate.ò 

To Adam God said, ñBecause you lis-
tened to your wife and ate from the tree 

about which I commanded you, óYou 
must not eat of it,ô  cursed is the ground 
because of you; through painful toil you 
will eat of it all the days of your life.  It will 
produce thorns and thistles for you, and 
you will eat the plants of the field.  By the 
sweat of your brow you will eat your food 
until you return to the ground, since from 
it you were taken; for dust you are and to 
dust you will return.ò 
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òThe Second Readingó    Genesis 22: 15 -18 
The second reading reveals Godôs response to the pervasiveness of our sin and broken 
lives.  Our God is a God of promise, and freely gives His promising word to Abraham.  
God pledges to Abraham that He will save his people, enabling God to live with them, 
and they with God.  A covenant, a promise, a pledge is given. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*òResponsive Hymnó Prepare the Royal Highway  
 
 

 

The angel of the Lord called to Abra-
ham from heaven a second time and 
said, ñI swear by myself, declares the 
Lord, that because you have done 
this and have not withheld your son, 
your only son, I will surely bless you 
and make your descendents as nu-

merous as the stars in the sky and as 
the sand on the seashore.  Your de-
scendents will take possession of the 
cities of their enemies, and through 
your offspring all nations on earth will 
be blessed, because you have 
obeyed me.ò 
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òThe Third Readingó Isaiah 9: 2, 6, -7 
Our next reading begins to reveal how God will fulfill his promise to Abraham 
and his descendents.  At the right time, God will send a ruler, in the lineage of 
King David, who will possess the Spirit of God.  Through this kingôs rule, Godôs 
kingdom will come, and those who have been in darkness will see the light of 
God! 

*òResponsive Hymnó It Came Upon A Midnight  Clear  

ñThe people walking in darkness 
have seen a great light; on those liv-
ing in the land of the shadow of death 
a light has dawned.   
For to us a child is born, to us a son 
is given, and the government will be 
on his shoulders.  And he will be 
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 

Peace. 

Of the increase of his government 
and peace there will be no end.  He 
will reign on Davidôs throne and over 
his kingdom, establishing and uphold-
ing it with justice and righteousness 
from that time on and forever.  The 
zeal of the Lord Almighty will accom-
plish this.ò 
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òThe Fourth Readingó Isaiah 11: 1 -3a, 4a, 6 -9 
In the darkness of our world the light of God can seem dim.  The time-span of 
turmoil can make it seem as if God is slow to 
act or even absent.  In the reality and persis-
tence of our pain it can seem as if the hope 
of God is a far off fantasy.  Such was the sit-
uation for the Hebrew people as the Davidic 
dynasty was conquered and the Hebrew 
people were led off into captivity.  Yet, even 
then, and perhaps especially then, God 
speaks his word of promise.  Our God is not 
done with us yet. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*òResponsive Hymnó Lo, How A Rose Eõre Blooming 

A shoot will come up from the stump 
of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will 
bear fruit.  The Spirit of the Lord will 
rest on himðthe Spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the Spirit of counsel 
and power, The Spirit of knowledge 
and of the fear of the Lordðand he 
will delight in the fear of the Lord. 
But with righteousness he will judge 
the needy, with justice he will give 
decisions for the poor of the earth. 

The wolf will feed with the bear, their 
young together, and the lion will eat 
straw like the ox.  The infant will play 
near the hole of the cobra, and the 
young child put his hand into the vi-
perôs nest.  They will neither harm nor 
destroy on all my holy mountain, for 
the earth will be full of the knowledge 
of the Lord as the waters cover the 
sea.ò 

http://www.virtuousplanet.com/shops/userimages/00001/00000000138/section/00000000000000066188.png
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òThe Fifth Readingó Luke 1: 26 -35, 38  
It is time for God to act.  In our fifth reading we 
hear of Godôs plan to use Mary to bring the light 
and power of God into the world through the 
birth of a son.  While perplexed and not under-
standing, Mary responds in faith, ñI am the 
Lordôs servant.ò  May we, with Mary, be instru-
ments through which God brings his light and 
power into the world.  And when we fail to un-
derstand and comprehend Godôs ways, may we 
with Mary respond, ñI am the Lordôs servant.ò 

In the sixth month, God sent the an-
gel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in 
Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be mar-
ried to a man named Joseph, a de-
scendent of David.  The virginôs name 
was Mary.  The angel went to her and 
said, ñGreetings, you who are highly 
favored!  The Lord is with you.ò 

Mary was greatly troubled at his 
words and wondered what kind of 
greeting this might be.  But the angel 
said to her, ñDo not be afraid, Mary, 
you have found favor with God.  You 
will be with child and give birth to a 
son, and you are to give him the 
name Jesus.  He will be great and will 
be called the Son of the Most High.  

The Lord God will give him the throne 
of his father David, and he will reign 
over the house of Jacob forever; his 
kingdom will never end.ò 

ñHow can this be,ò Mary asked the 
angel, ñsince I am a  virgin?ò 

The angel answered, ñThe Holy Spirit 
will come upon you, and the power of 
the Most High will overshadow you.  
So the holy one to be born will be 
called the Son of God.   

ñI am the Lordôs servant,ò Mary an-
swered.  ñMay it be to me as you 
have said.ò  Then the angel left her. 

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_OZEW1KPpFOI/SceP2KRYCTI/AAAAAAAABr4/gTkJLBPryP0/s400/Annunciation.jpg
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Cantor: An angel went from God to a town called Nazareth to a woman whose name 
was Mary.  The angel said to her, ñRejoice, O highly favored, for God is with you.  
You shall bear a child, and his name shall be Jesus, the Chosen One of God Most 
High.ò  And Mary said, ñI am the servant of my God, I live to do your will.ò 

*òResponsive Hymnó The Annunciation / Magnificat  
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òThe Sixth Readingó Luke 2:1 -7 
In our next reading, we hear the completion of Godôs 
entrance into our lives and world as Mary gives birth 
to her son.  But, God does not come into the world 
through vague generalities or generic spirituality.  God 
enters the world at a specific time and in a specific 
place in history.  The writer of Luke makes this clear.  
As you again hear this story, may you know your God 
does not come to you in generalities and generic 
ways.  Instead, your Godôs Word is spoken at a spe-
cific time and placeðit is spoken today, to you. 

*òResponsive Hymnó O Little Town of Bethlehem  
 

 

 

 

ñIn those days Caesar Augustus is-
sued a decree that a census should 
be taken of the entire Roman world.  
This census first took place while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 

And everyone went to his own town to 
register. 

So Joseph also went up from the 
Town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 
to Bethlehem the town of David, be-

cause he belonged to the house and 
line of David.  He went there to regis-
ter with Mary, who was pledged to be 
married to him and was expecting a 
child.  While they were there the time 
came for the baby to be born, and she 
gave birth to her firstborn, a son.  She 
wrapped him in cloths and placed him 
in a manger, because there was no 
room for them in the inn. 
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òThe Seventh Readingó Luke 2: 8 -16 
Throughout the Christmas readings, the angelôs role is very pronounced.  In scripture 
the purpose of angels is to make the Word of God 
clear and understandable to mortals who desperately 
need to know Godôs Word of love and hope.  We do 
not hear God directly, yet, His voice continues to come 
to us through the angels in our lives, those special 
people who make visible Godôs Word of love and 
hope.  As we have been given Godôs Word, may we 
also be the angels who continue to speak and make 
clear Godôs Word to those who need to hear it. 

And there were shepherds living out 
in the fields nearby, keeping watch 
over their flocks at night.  An angel of 
the Lord appeared to them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified.  But the angel 
said to them, ñDo not be afraid.  I 
bring you good news of great joy that 
will be for all the people.  Today in 
the town of David a Savior has been 
born to you; he is Christ the Lord.  
This will be the sign to you: You will 
find a baby wrapped in cloths and ly-
ing in a manger.ò 

Suddenly a great company of the 
heavenly host appeared with the an-

gel, praising God and saying, ñGlory 
to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace to men on whom his favor 
rests.ò 

When the angels had left them and 
gone into heaven, the shepherds said 
to one another, ñLet us go to Bethle-
hem and see this thing that has hap-
pened, which the Lord has told us 
about.ò 

So they hurried off and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the baby, who was 
lying in a manger. 
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*òResponsive Hymnó Angels We Have Heard On High  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

òThe Eighth Readingó Matthew 2: 1 -12 
As the news of Jesusô birth spread to distant lands 
and royal palaces, the presence of the Christ child 
brought a challenge.  For some it was the light they 
knew they must follow.  When they discovered the 
light, they poured their gifts before him.  But for oth-
ers , like King Herod, this light was a threat.  When 
they discovered the light it was perceived as a dan-
ger to their self-centered ways and self-rule. 

The challenge of the Christ child continues today.  
You must decide if this child is the light you will follow pouring your life out before 
him.  Or, is the discovery of this light a threat to your ability to govern your own life 
in your own way. 

      


