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Welcome to this worship service as together we acknowledge our newborn king!
A special word of thanks to those who are willing to give their time and
gifts to lead this worship service.
There are cushions available in the narthex to make this worship experience more comfortable. If you would like a cushion, please ask one of the ushers and it will be provided.
Note too, there are times when the congregation is asked to stand for the
singing of hymns. If you are unable to stand or are more comfortable sitting,
know you are welcome to remain seated.
Today’s service is an adaptation from the original Nine Lessons and Carols service written in 1918 at King’s College, Cambridge. World War I had just
ended, and the continent of Europe was still grieving the cost of war. In this environment, the service helped the worshippers reflect not just on the redemptive
work of God in the nativity in Bethlehem, but the on going redemption God continues to bring to broken lives and in a broken world. In hearing the words and
singing the hymns we pray you hear God’s healing voice once again this Christmas.
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Christmas Eve
Service of Scripture, Carols,
& Holy Communion

*Processional Hymn
Once In Royal David’s City

*The Invocation
P

C

We gather on this Christmas Eve, in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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*The Bidding Prayers

P Let us come before our new-born king in prayer.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
C Lord, have mercy upon us.
P Christ, have mercy upon us.
C Christ, have mercy upon us.
P Lord, have mercy upon us.
C Lord, have mercy upon us.
P Jesus, name called Wonderful, Jesus, our great
Counselor, Jesus, true and mighty God, Jesus, Prince of Peace:
C We praise and bless your holy name.
P Jesus, Son of David, Jesus, Branch of Jesse, Jesus, Bright and Morning
Star:
C May you be born in our hearts to bring peace and good will over all
the earth, we pray.
P Jesus, Scepter of Israel, Jesus, Light of the Gentiles, Jesus, Desire of
Nations, Jesus, Sun of Righteousness:
C Help us and bless us.
P O Jesus, hear us,
C And prepare us for your coming.
P Lead us to your manger throne,
C And give us your peace.
P The peace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

“The First Reading”

Genesis 3: 8-13, 17-19

If indeed, the primary focus of Christmas is the birth of a Savior, then it leaves the
question: “From what do we need to be saved?” The first reading from Genesis describes the entrance of sin into our lives and creation, and the consequence our sin
brings in the brokenness from God, each other, and the world.
Then the man and his wife heard the
sound of the Lord God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day,
and they hid from the Lord God among
the trees of the garden. But the Lord

God called to the man, “Where are
you?”
He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.”
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And he said, “Who told you that you were
naked? Have you eaten from the tree
that I commanded you not to eat from?”
The man said. “The woman you put here
with me—she gave me some fruit from
the tree, and I ate it.”
Then the Lord God said to the woman,
“What is this you have done?”
The woman said, “The serpent deceived
me, and I ate.”
To Adam God said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree

about which I commanded you, ‘You
must not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground
because of you; through painful toil you
will eat of it all the days of your life. It will
produce thorns and thistles for you, and
you will eat the plants of the field. By the
sweat of your brow you will eat your food
until you return to the ground, since from
it you were taken; for dust you are and to
dust you will return.”

*“Responsive Hymn”

What Child Is This
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“The Second Reading”

Genesis 22: 15-18

The second reading reveals God’s response to the pervasiveness of our sin and broken
lives. Our God is a God of promise, and freely gives His promising word to Abraham.
God pledges to Abraham that He will save his people, enabling God to live with them,
and they with God. A covenant, a promise, a pledge is given.

The angel of the Lord called to Abraham from heaven a second time and
said, “I swear by myself, declares the
Lord, that because you have done
this and have not withheld your son,
your only son, I will surely bless you
and make your descendents as nu-

merous as the stars in the sky and as
the sand on the seashore. Your descendents will take possession of the
cities of their enemies, and through
your offspring all nations on earth will
be blessed, because you have
obeyed me.”

*“Responsive Hymn” Prepare the Royal Highway

6

“The Third Reading”

Isaiah 9: 2, 6,-7

Our next reading begins to reveal how God will fulfill his promise to Abraham
and his descendents. At the right time, God will send a ruler, in the lineage of
King David, who will possess the Spirit of God. Through this king’s rule, God’s
kingdom will come, and those who have been in darkness will see the light of
God!
“The people walking in darkness
have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death
a light has dawned.
For to us a child is born, to us a son
is given, and the government will be
on his shoulders. And he will be
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of

*“Responsive Hymn”

Peace.
Of the increase of his government
and peace there will be no end. He
will reign on David’s throne and over
his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness
from that time on and forever. The
zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.”

It Came Upon A Midnight Clear
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“The Fourth Reading”

Isaiah 11: 1-3a, 4a, 6-9

In the darkness of our world the light of God can seem dim. The time-span of
turmoil can make it seem as if God is slow to
act or even absent. In the reality and persistence of our pain it can seem as if the hope
of God is a far off fantasy. Such was the situation for the Hebrew people as the Davidic
dynasty was conquered and the Hebrew
people were led off into captivity. Yet, even
then, and perhaps especially then, God
speaks his word of promise. Our God is not
done with us yet.
A shoot will come up from the stump
of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will
bear fruit. The Spirit of the Lord will
rest on him—the Spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the Spirit of counsel
and power, The Spirit of knowledge
and of the fear of the Lord—and he
will delight in the fear of the Lord.
But with righteousness he will judge
the needy, with justice he will give
decisions for the poor of the earth.

*“Responsive Hymn”

The wolf will feed with the bear, their
young together, and the lion will eat
straw like the ox. The infant will play
near the hole of the cobra, and the
young child put his hand into the viper’s nest. They will neither harm nor
destroy on all my holy mountain, for
the earth will be full of the knowledge
of the Lord as the waters cover the
sea.”

Lo, How A Rose E’re Blooming
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“The Fifth Reading”

Luke 1: 26-35, 38

It is time for God to act. In our fifth reading we
hear of God’s plan to use Mary to bring the light
and power of God into the world through the
birth of a son. While perplexed and not understanding, Mary responds in faith, “I am the
Lord’s servant.” May we, with Mary, be instruments through which God brings his light and
power into the world. And when we fail to understand and comprehend God’s ways, may we
with Mary respond, “I am the Lord’s servant.”

In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in
Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendent of David. The virgin’s name
was Mary. The angel went to her and
said, “Greetings, you who are highly
favored! The Lord is with you.”
Mary was greatly troubled at his
words and wondered what kind of
greeting this might be. But the angel
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary,
you have found favor with God. You
will be with child and give birth to a
son, and you are to give him the
name Jesus. He will be great and will
be called the Son of the Most High.

The Lord God will give him the throne
of his father David, and he will reign
over the house of Jacob forever; his
kingdom will never end.”
“How can this be,” Mary asked the
angel, “since I am a virgin?”
The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit
will come upon you, and the power of
the Most High will overshadow you.
So the holy one to be born will be
called the Son of God.
“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May it be to me as you
have said.” Then the angel left her.
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*“Responsive Hymn”

The Annunciation / Magnificat

Cantor: An angel went from God to a town called Nazareth to a woman whose name
was Mary. The angel said to her, “Rejoice, O highly favored, for God is with you.
You shall bear a child, and his name shall be Jesus, the Chosen One of God Most
High.” And Mary said, “I am the servant of my God, I live to do your will.”
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“The Sixth Reading”

Luke 2:1-7

In our next reading, we hear the completion of God’s
entrance into our lives and world as Mary gives birth
to her son. But, God does not come into the world
through vague generalities or generic spirituality. God
enters the world at a specific time and in a specific
place in history. The writer of Luke makes this clear.
As you again hear this story, may you know your God
does not come to you in generalities and generic
ways. Instead, your God’s Word is spoken at a specific time and place—it is spoken today, to you.
“In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should
be taken of the entire Roman world.
This census first took place while
Quirinius was governor of Syria.
And everyone went to his own town to
register.
So Joseph also went up from the
Town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea,
to Bethlehem the town of David, be-

cause he belonged to the house and
line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be
married to him and was expecting a
child. While they were there the time
came for the baby to be born, and she
gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She
wrapped him in cloths and placed him
in a manger, because there was no
room for them in the inn.

*“Responsive Hymn” O Little Town of Bethlehem
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“The Seventh Reading”

Luke 2: 8-16

Throughout the Christmas readings, the angel’s role is very pronounced. In scripture
the purpose of angels is to make the Word of God
clear and understandable to mortals who desperately
need to know God’s Word of love and hope. We do
not hear God directly, yet, His voice continues to come
to us through the angels in our lives, those special
people who make visible God’s Word of love and
hope. As we have been given God’s Word, may we
also be the angels who continue to speak and make
clear God’s Word to those who need to hear it.

And there were shepherds living out
in the fields nearby, keeping watch
over their flocks at night. An angel of
the Lord appeared to them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them,
and they were terrified. But the angel
said to them, “Do not be afraid. I
bring you good news of great joy that
will be for all the people. Today in
the town of David a Savior has been
born to you; he is Christ the Lord.
This will be the sign to you: You will
find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”
Suddenly a great company of the
heavenly host appeared with the an-

gel, praising God and saying, “Glory
to God in the highest, and on earth
peace to men on whom his favor
rests.”
When the angels had left them and
gone into heaven, the shepherds said
to one another, “Let us go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us
about.”
So they hurried off and found Mary
and Joseph, and the baby, who was
lying in a manger.
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*“Responsive Hymn”

Angels We Have Heard On High

“The Eighth Reading”

Matthew 2: 1-12

As the news of Jesus’ birth spread to distant lands
and royal palaces, the presence of the Christ child
brought a challenge. For some it was the light they
knew they must follow. When they discovered the
light, they poured their gifts before him. But for others , like King Herod, this light was a threat. When
they discovered the light it was perceived as a danger to their self-centered ways and self-rule.
The challenge of the Christ child continues today.
You must decide if this child is the light you will follow pouring your life out before
him. Or, is the discovery of this light a threat to your ability to govern your own life
in your own way.
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After Jesus was born in Bethlehem
in Judea, during the time of King
Herod, Magi from the east came to
Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the
one who has been born king of the
Jews? We saw his star in the east
and have come to worship him.”
When King Herod heard this he was
disturbed, and all Jerusalem with
him. When he had called together
all the people’s chief priests and
teachers of the law, he asked them
where the Christ was to be born. “In
Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied,
“for this is what the prophet has written:
‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of
Judah, are by no means least
among the rulers of Judah; for out
of you will come a ruler who will be
the shepherd of my people Israel.’”
Then Herod called the Magi secretly
and found out from them the exact
time the star had appeared. He sent

them to Bethlehem and said, “Go
and make a careful search for the
child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I may go and worship him.”
After they had heard the king, they
went on their way, and the star they
had seen in the east went ahead of
them until it stopped over the place
where the child was. When they
saw the star they were overjoyed.
On coming to the house, they saw
the child with his mother Mary, and
they bowed down and worshipped
him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of
gold, and of incense and of myrrh.
And having been warned in a dream
not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another
route.

*“Responsive Hymn”

We Three Kings
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“The Ninth Reading”

John 1: 1-14

In triumphant acclaim, our last reading from the Gospel of John brings us the
assurance that God’s light will not be overcome by the darkness of our world, or
by the darkness in our lives, or by the darkness of our sin. This light is now in
our midst, and in this light we are able to behold the faith and love given to us
this day. How can we not treasure and worship this holy gift?
In the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was with God in
the beginning. Through him all things
were made; without him nothing was
made that has been made. In him
was life, and that was the light of
men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not over
come it.
There came a man who was sent
from God; his name was John. He
came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all
men might believe. He himself was
not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. The true light that
gives light to every man was coming
into the world.

He was in the world, and though the
world was made through him, the
world did not recognize him. He
came to that which was his own, but
his own did not receive him. Yet, to
all who received him, to those who
believed in his name, he gave the
right to become children of God—
children born not of natural descent,
nor of human decision or a husband’s
will, but born of God.
The Word became flesh and made
his dwelling among us. We have
seen his glory, the glory of the One
and Only, who came from the Father,
full of grace and truth.
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Offering & Offertory Response

*Christmas Communion
P
C
P
C
P
C
P

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to our new born king.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
We give you thanks for the continued love born and brought into our
midst through your Son.
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In the night in which he was betrayed our Lord Jesus took bread. When he
had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples saying, “Take
and eat. This is my body given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup. When he had given thanks he gave it for
all to drink saying, “Take and drink, this cup is the new covenant in my
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sins. Do this
in remembrance of me.”
Remembering then, his death and resurrection, we lift this bread and cup before you, giving you thanks that you have made us worthy to stand before
you and to serve you as your priestly people. And we ask you: Send your
Spirit upon these gifts of your Church; gather into one all who share this
bread and wine; fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth,
that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ,
through him all glory and honor are yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy
Spirit, in your holy Church both now and forever.
C Amen

*A Christmas Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, all praise to Your name! Your Kingdom aThe bread that we yearn for, Pro - vide us each day: As we forgive
For yours is the Kingdom; O'er all things You reign, And yours is the

mong us, Your will done the same. By mortals and angels; Come,
others, Our sins take a - way.
In times of temp - ta - tion, to
power; All things you main - tain. To you be the glory,
Re-

Lord, reign a - lone: Oh, hear us and bless us, From heaven's high throne.
lead us be near; From ev - il de - liv - er, Your children most dear.
sound - ing a - gain, From all of cre - a - tion, For - ever. A - men

17

Distribution

This afternoon we will receive communion in pre-blessed and pre-packaged cups.
You may remove the film from the top layer to receive the body and the remove the
tab to receive the blood. If you do not have communion, you may raise your hand
and an usher will bring you communion.

Silent Night

*The Blessing
P Let us pray. Jesus, Light of the world, when the task ahead is frightening,
and the road ahead seems dark, guide us with the light of your way.
When we don’t understand, and our thoughts are unclear, fill us with the
light of Your wisdom.
C Then, so filled with Your light, use us, so that we, with You, may be
the light for the world! Amen.
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*Recessional Hymn

Joy To The World

May the birth of Christ bring you joy this
Christmas
And
Throughout the Coming New Year!

19

Lessons & Prayers: Reprinted from Words for Worship and Sundays and Seasons, © 2007 Augsburg Fortress. Used
by permission of Augsburg Fortress.
Liturgy: Reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship © 1978. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #5539-L.
Hymns: Used by permission, G.I.A. Publications, Inc. and Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted under
OneLicense.net License # A-710088
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