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Welcome to Our Guests
It is always a joy to share our faith and worship with people visiting from around the world.
Please know your presence and participation in our service is most appreciated. At Lihue Lutheran we celebrate Holy Communion at every service. You are certainly welcome in joining us
as our Lord comes to us in this holy meal.

Prayer Concerns
Please remember these people in your prayers during the week: The family of Amanda Thayer ,
Bob & Joann Clash, Sally Rasay, Linda Garrett, Stan Weeks, Ronnie Pacheco, Pagatpatan
ohana, Villanueva ohana, Geronimo ohana, David Gragg, Joe Morgan, Zosimo and Virginia
Austria, Karen Kinoshita, Jake Whisenhunt, Rick Rentz, Norman Dibble, Kazue Zaima, Virginia
Hines-Aflague, John Mattek, Girald II (Bobby Girald’s son), Kristie Schmid (Tony’s sister), Lolli
Hagen, Abraham Torres, Sr., Kristy Kahananui, Sonny Koerte, Uncle Joe, Mallory Rodriguez,
Steve Schantz, Peter Alisna, Tirzah Pope, Pastor Matthew Weber, Joyce Anglemyer, Stephen
Shioi, Peggy Hood, Jason Shimono, Richard Rasay, Nancy Nelson (formely Mandell), Karen &
Patrick Pavao, Edward Rasay, Karen Richards (friend of Nancy Mandell), Marcos Larson
(Liedeke’s son), Dora Jane Rowell, Franklin Parraga, Penny Parraga, Leticia Ancog (Kurt
Javinar’s sister), Yvonne Shinseki, Al Dressler (Larry’s Father), Shirley Hallman (Denese Alcott’s Mother), Mercy Ballesteros, Mike LaBerge, Anna Marie & Phil Croghan, Judy Carlson,
Caroline Johnson, Sheila Belarmino, Ray Roderick, The Church Council, and leaders in the
ELCA. If you have additional prayer requests, please let the church office know. “Ask it in my
name . . .” Mahalo for your love.

Remembering Our Military
As we gather for worship, please remember those serving us in the military, and the families of
our Hawai’i National Guard. These names have been given by loved ones and family members:
Navy – TJ, Javinar, Kristian Matsumoto, Coast Guard - Brian Rodriguez, Navy - Kiana Alisna,
Coast Guard - Ke’ale Renta Army - Jason Lumacad, Levi Fajardo: Air Force - Steven Javinar,
Ikaika Fajardo, Army - Brandon Perkinson, Drew Cox, Tony Garton: National Guard - Benji MacKenzie, Eddie Resinto, Fred Casticimo, Philip Kamakea, Anthony Y. Torres, Master Sgt. If you
know of someone you would like added to our prayer list, please advise the church office.

Lihue Lutheran Spotlight
Hauʻoli Lā Hānau to Kolby Javinar (12.23), Kathy Miller (12.23), Denese Alcott (12.25), and
Derek Iha (12.26),
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Introduction
Cradle and cross are inextricably connected on the fourth Sunday of
Advent. Between a lovely tribute to the little town of Bethlehem and
Mary’s magnificent song of praise, the letter to the Hebrews reminds
us in no uncertain terms that Christ’s advent is for “the offering of the
body of Jesus Christ once for all.” It is the kind of tension in which the
church always lives as when in holy communion—with high delight—
“we proclaim the Lord’s death.”
Overview
Being Recognized, Encountering Christ
Often called the visitation, the encounter between Mary and Elizabeth is full of joy,
recognition, gratitude, and blessing. Luke immediately follows the annunciation with
Mary’s journey to visit Elizabeth, who gives this unmarried pregnant girl not only a safe
haven but also the first glimpse of what it means to be the mother of the Savior. The
encounter is full of mystery and grace: the mystery of new life forming but still invisible,
and the grace of recognizing each other as the Spirit-filled mothers they are becoming.
The story is also full of theological gravity: as the women encounter each other, so do
Jesus and John the Baptist. Yet the theological meaning is almost overshadowed by
the sheer physicality of the encounter. Imagine the hasty travel, demonstrative greeting,
joyful exclamation, the unborn John leaping for joy, and robust singing. As the celebration of Christ’s birth approaches, the four active and responsive bodies in this text remind us that this is, after all, the incarnation itself unfolding.
God becomes a body in Jesus, and that body will be offered up for the sake of the
world. This body, recognized already by John in the womb, will eventually undergo the
suffering and shame of death on a cross. Without losing sight of that big picture, today
we enter into the up-close picture of Mary and Elizabeth’s encounter and share in the
joy and gratitude they have in common with all who recognize Christ in their neighbor.
Theological Reflection
Why is Mary called “blessed”? Is it because she is famous, remembered, important,
adored, prayed to? It’s easy to assume so when we read these words without thinking
carefully about them, and apply our own human desires to her words. But Mary considered herself blessed not because she would be known as the mother of the Savior, but
because she was able to serve God with her whole being.
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Announcements and Weekly
Events!
Welcome, Check-In, and Announcements
In the Facebook chatbox share where God has surprised you in Advent.

Weekly Events


Youth Group
Sunday, Dec 19, Youth Dinner 5:00-7pm



Ghetto Sweet Tarts
Monday, Dec 20, 5:30-7pm Gingerbread Decorating Contest



Centering Prayer with Liedeke Bulder
Saturday, Jan 8, @ 9-10am via zoom https://us04web.zoom.us/j/9079773456



BOBS Bible Study—1 Corinthians + Zoom https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83104986901
Tuesday, Jan 11, @ 5:30-7pm in the fellowship hall

Christmas Wish List (opportunities to give)


Nintendo Switch for the youth group



Help us get in the black this year with a one-time gift or offering!



Get out there and love people this Advent if you’re not already
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Fourth Week in Advent
Order for Worship
*Confession and Forgiveness

P Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who alone does wonders,
who lifts up the lowly, who fills the hungry with good things.
C Amen.
P Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P God for whom we wait,
C in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you.
We fail in believing that your good news is for us. We falter in
our call to tend your creation. We find our sense of self in
material wealth. We fear those who are different from ourselves.
We forget we are your children and turn away from your love.
Forgive us, Blessed One, and assure us again of your saving
grace. Amen.
P God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! Through the
power of the Holy Spirit, ☩ your sins are forgiven. You are children
of the Most High, inheritors of the eternal promise, and recipients of
divine mercy. God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. C
Amen.

*Gathering Song

Love Has Come
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*The Apostolic Greeting
P The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit, be with you all.
C And also with you.

*Kyrie
Cantor

Kahaku e’, aho nuimai, Cristoe’, aho nuimai,
Kahaku e’, aho nuimai, Kahaku e’, aho nuimaila.
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*The Lighting of the Advent Wreath
P Blessed are you, God of our salvation; you promised to raise up a righteous
branch, One who would bring justice and righteousness to the land, so that we
might live in safety. As we light this candle, kindle in us the fire of your justice
and righteousness, and make us blameless before you at the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ with all the saints; let your face shine on us and bless us that
we may be saved.
C Amen.

*Prayer of the Day
P

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that binds us, that
we may receive you in joy and serve you always, for you live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
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First Reading

Micah 5:2-5a

The prophet Micah, having pronounced judgment upon Judah, speaks of a future shepherd-king who, like
David, will come from the small town of Bethlehem. (Ephrathah refers to the area around Bethlehem.)
This king will restore Israel and bring peace. New Testament writers understood this passage to be referring to Jesus.
2

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are
one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall
come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.
3
Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has brought forth; then

A The Word of the Lord

the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of
Israel. 4And he shall stand and feed his flock in
the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the
name of the Lord his God. And they shall live
secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the
earth; 5aand he shall be the one of peace.

C Thanks be to God.

Psalm

Luke 1:46b-55

You, Lord, have lifted up the lowly. (Lk. 1:52)
46b

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
47
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48
for you, Lord, have looked with favor on
your lowly servant. From this day all generations will call me blessed:
49
you, the Almighty, have done great things for
me and holy is your name.
50
You have mercy on those who fear you,
from generation to generation.
51
You have shown strength with your arm

Second Reading

and scattered the proud in their conceit,
casting down the mighty from their
thrones and lifting up the lowly.
53
You have filled the hungry with good things
and sent the rich away empty.
54
You have come to the aid of your servant
Israel, to remember the promise of mercy,
55
the promise made to our forebears,
to Abraham and his children forever.
52

Hebrews 10:5-10

The author of Hebrews uses the image of religious sacrifice to convey the significance of Christ’s coming.
Through obedient acceptance of God’s will, Christ allows his own body to become the greatest sacrifice
of all, one through which we are made a holy people.
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5

Consequently, when Christ came into the world,
he said,
“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,
but a body you have prepared for me;
6
in burnt offerings and sin offerings
you have taken no pleasure.
7
Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your
will, O God’
(in the scroll of the book it is written of me).”

A The Word of the Lord
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When he said above, “You have neither desired
nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and
burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 9then he added,
“See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes
the first in order to establish the second. 10And it
is by God’s will that we have been sanctified
through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ
once for all.

C Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation

Holy Gospel

Luke 1:39-55

Elizabeth, John’s mother, and Mary, the mother of Jesus, are two women filled with the Holy Spirit and
with faith. In Elizabeth’s inspired greeting and Mary’s song of praise we hear of a saving God who remembers, scatters, lifts up, and fulfills all things.

P The Holy Gospel according to
Saint Luke, the first chapter.
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39

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to
a Judean town in the hill country, 40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.
41
When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child
leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with
the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry,
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the
fruit of your womb. 43And why has this happened
to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me?
44
For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting,
the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed
is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” [
46
And Mary said,
“My soul magnifies the Lord,
47
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of
his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call

me blessed;
49
for the Mighty One has done great things for
me,
and holy is his name.
50
His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
51
He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of
their hearts.
52
He has brought down the powerful from
their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;
53
he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.
54
He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
55
according to the promise he made to our
ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.

Keiki Sermon
Sermon
*Hymn of the Day

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly
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*Apostles’ Creed
P Let us join together in reciting the Apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven
and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our
Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*The Prayers of the Church
P In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that
yearn for God’s presence.
A Nurturing God, you give us life and care for our every need. Use the church’s
gifts and ministries for your service, bringing your word to all who seek your
transforming grace. Hear us, O God.
C your mercy is great.
A Creator God, you proclaim your boundless love for all that you have made. Renew barren lands, polluted waters, and melting ice caps. Make us servants of
your creation that brings forth abundant life. Hear us, O God.
C your mercy is great.
A Righteous God, you bring down the mighty and lift up the lowly. Strengthen
those who seek justice. Bless the work of community organizers, activists, journalists, and all who call our attention to imbalances of power. Hear us, O God.
C your mercy is great.
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A Compassionate God, you proclaim your love and mercy. Show your lovingkindness to teen parents and those who are pregnant. Comfort any struggling with
infertility and those who await test results, are in treatment and hospice care,
and others in need. Hear us, O God.
C your mercy is great.
A Gracious God, you fill the hungry with good things. Bless the feeding ministries
of this congregation and community. Guide us to share your bounty with those
who hunger or live in poverty. Hear us, O God.
C your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
A Faithful God, you stir up the hearts of those who love you. We give you thanks
for those who, like Mary, were courageous in their witness (especially). Give us
such courage until that day when you fulfill all things. Hear us, O God.
C your mercy is great.
P God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive
these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus.
C Amen

*The Queen’s Prayer

English Translation
1. O Lord thy Loving Mercy,
Is high as the Heavens.
It tells us of thy truth.
And ‘tis filled with holiness

3. For thy grace I beseech thee.
Bring us ‘neath thy protection.
And peace will be thy portion
Now and forever more. Amen
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The Sharing of the Peace
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.
P Let us share the peace of the Lord with those here locally
and those joining us online via Facebook live! As the ushers
come forward, take a minute to share “Aloha” with those joining us online!

Offertory Word

We invite you partner with us in ministry through the pandemic with a onetime gift, tithe, or offering. Ministry is never done alone, but in collaboration
with the community gathered so that we can be the community sent. If
God puts it on your heart to give, donations can be given here today,
mailed in, or given online our website here or you can copy and paste the
weblink below @
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?a
pver3=tYgT1GfNxRUldiimjHMvORYXmm3bazY6GfrmTtVDZydskSODEaUp5lt373GHnco2evTpo0mld6BrVzd2nG0p8xSFKZ9u6c4AzLo4CjNx7k=&ver=3

Offertory Response

O Come O Come Emmanuel
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*Offertory Prayer
P Let us pray. God of our waiting and watching ,we offer the gifts of our hearts
and our lives to the service of all your people. Prepare the way before us as we
meet you in this simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace.
C Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of grace.

*The Words of Institution

(All are welcome to share in this meal with us. The sacraments are provided in accordance to synodical guidelines in collaboration with CDC, state, and local precautions. If
you do not have sacraments, please raise your hand and an usher will bring them to you.)

*The Lord’s Prayer

P Let us pray the prayer our Lord taught us to pray...
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and for
give us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the Kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

*The Post-Communion Blessing

P May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you
in His grace.
C Amen.
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*The Prayer After Communion

P Most High God, You have come among us at this table. By the Spirit’s power,
form us to be bearers of Your Word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all,
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest.
C Amen.

*The Blessing

P The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom
we wait.
C Amen.

*The Sending Song

The King of Glory
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Dismissal

P Go in peace, Christ is near.
C Thanks be to God.
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Upcoming Commemorations
Las Posadas (LLC)
Thursday, December 16, 2021
This celebration, long popular in Mexico, takes its name from the
"posadas," or lodgings, sought by Mary and Joseph in Bethlehem. Their
search is reenacted in a neighborhood, unsuccessfully, until finally they are
welcomed in, and a party commences.
Katharina von Bora Luther, renewer of the church, died 1552
Monday, December 20, 2021
Born to an impoverished nobleman, Katie eventually took vows as a nun,
but around age twenty-four she and several other nuns who were influenced by the writings of Martin Luther left the convent. Six children were
born to Katie and Martin.
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Good News to the Lowly
Take a look at Luke 1 that is read responsively as our Psalm. A highlight
of the text is Luke 1:52b which says, “You lift up the lowly”. What does that
mean to you, “God lifts up the lowly”?
Let’s start out with another question, “Are you lowly”? Do you fit this category? Because if you don’t, then this text is probably one that you graze over or
it’s a text where other things catch your eye. We tend to catch and pay attention
to things that have relevance, or things that are significant. This text is significant in two ways: 1) it relates to everyone and 2) it is significant for everyone.
I think most of life is marked by people trying to find meaning and purpose. We can look for and find meaning in belonging to a particular group or
class, the jobs that we have, the paychecks we earn, the places we live or the
house(s) we have, and even in the cars we drive or the clothes we wear. Ultimately, our sense of identity comes from our source meaning. What gives our
life meaning?
For Mary, God gives her not only a sense of identity but is the source for
all meaning. What is meaningful for Mary is that God would use someone like
her, someone who is less-than and relatively unimportant, unimpressive, and
unremarkable. Now, this is probably a poor launching pad for encouragement,
to say, “THIS IS GOOD NEWS!” Because it’s not going to be good news to everyone, because the truth is not everyone is going to 1) identify with the lowliness
of Mary or 2) her source of strength, meaning, purpose, and joy.
The thing is, we all have things that give us a sense of strength, meaning,
purpose, or joy. But for Mary, that source is God. For us, today, we can ask ourselves a couple of questions:
• Is God my source of strength, meaning, purpose, and joy?
• What does it mean that God lifts up the “lowly”?
• Is this me?
• What does it mean if this is me?
I think the way God works and operates is Good News to the Poor, because it goes against the grain of the way the world works. Typically, the world
uses the best, the biggest, and the prettiest and most prominent. Surprisingly,
this is not what we see in the text. God uses the irrelevant, unnoticed, and
“lowly” to do great and amazing things. For anyone who identifies as “lowly”, this
is Good News for you!
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For Further Reflection
Article
In today’s gospel story no one knows yet what Jesus looks like. Unborn, his features,
as with all babies still in the womb, are a mystery. Jesus looks like none of us, and
hence, we can imagine him looking like all of us. In his article “Searching for a Jesus
Who Looks More Like Me,” New York Times reporter and editor Eric V. Copage explores depictions of Jesus from cultures around the world, reflecting the longings of all
people for a Savior who looks “like me.” An online search of the title will take the reader
to the story, which includes a variety of beautiful and inclusive representations of Jesus.
Let the Children Come
Singing is a kind of storytelling that has been used for as long as people have been telling stories. Singing helps us remember the stories that are most important to learn by
heart; it helps us teach the most important things to our children so they learn them by
heart and grow up always knowing them and never forgetting them. Use your congregation’s favorite musical version of the Magnificat (Luke 1:46-55) to sing the story that
Mary tells when Elizabeth recognizes that she is pregnant with Jesus. Ask kids to wonder with you about why this story was so important that it needed to be sung, and what
parts we are meant to remember and hold in our hearts.
Pop Culture
The meeting between Mary and Elizabeth is one of relatively few passages in scripture
that passes the Bechdel-Wallace test—an assessment of women’s roles in cultural narratives that first appeared in the work of cartoonist Alison Bechdel in 1985. (To pass the
test, two or more women must be named and have a conversation with each other
about something other than a man.) This somewhat tongue-in-cheek fact is one way to
highlight the importance of this meeting, where two women are filled with the power of
the Spirit and utter some of the most powerful proclamations of God’s goodness to be
found anywhere in scripture.
Connections with Creation
What does Mary do after the angel announces she will give birth to Jesus? She dashes
off to visit Elizabeth. Like Mary, when we bear Christ within our very selves, we too feel
an urge to connect with others. The burgeoning life within us draws us into community.
We not only seek out trusted allies and friends—we also reach across barriers of class
and race to build more robust communities. As the earth reels from species extinction,
toxic waste, and climate emergency, God calls us out of isolation and into community.
How do we deepen loving connection with our human neighbors and our other-thanhuman kin? Maybe we learn the names of our neighbors and share tools, resources,
skills, and expertise. Maybe we learn the names of local trees and birds, support farms
and land trusts, and join the fight to stop pipelines, incinerators, and dumps often sited
in low-income neighborhoods.
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Worship Reflection
What biblical texts stood out to me and why?
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
What do I feel God is trying to say to me in and through this sermon?

_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
Is the Holy Spirit prompting me to change something in my heart or life? If yes,
what is it? What is one step I can take to make a positive change in my life this
week?
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________
Where did I see/hear God in the sermon?
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

