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Welcome to Our Guests
It is always a joy to share our faith and worship with people visiting from around the world.
Please know your presence and participation in our service is most appreciated. At Lihue Lutheran we celebrate Holy Communion at every service. You are certainly welcome in joining us
as our Lord comes to us in this holy meal.

Prayer Concerns
Please remember these people in your prayers during the week: The family of Amanda Thayer ,
Bob & Joann Clash, Sally Rasay, Linda Garrett, Stan Weeks, Ronnie Pacheco, Pagatpatan
ohana, Villanueva ohana, Geronimo ohana, David Gragg, Joe Morgan, Zosimo and Virginia
Austria, Karen Kinoshita, Jake Whisenhunt, Rick Rentz, Norman Dibble, Kazue Zaima, Virginia
Hines-Aflague, John Mattek, Girald II (Bobby Girald’s son), Kristie Schmid (Tony’s sister), Lolli
Hagen, Abraham Torres, Sr., Kristy Kahananui, Sonny Koerte, Uncle Joe, Mallory Rodriguez,
Steve Schantz, Peter Alisna, Tirzah Pope, Pastor Matthew Weber, Joyce Anglemyer, Stephen
Shioi, Peggy Hood, Jason Shimono, Richard Rasay, Nancy Nelson (formely Mandell), Karen &
Patrick Pavao, Edward Rasay, Karen Richards (friend of Nancy Mandell), Marcos Larson
(Liedeke’s son), Dora Jane Rowell, Franklin Parraga, Penny Parraga, Leticia Ancog (Kurt
Javinar’s sister), Yvonne Shinseki, Al Dressler (Larry’s Father), Shirley Hallman (Denese Alcott’s Mother), Mercy Ballesteros, Mike LaBerge, Anna Marie & Phil Croghan, Judy Carlson,
Caroline Johnson, Sheila Belarmino, Ray Roderick, The Church Council, and leaders in the
ELCA. If you have additional prayer requests, please let the church office know. “Ask it in my
name . . .” Mahalo for your love.

Remembering Our Military
As we gather for worship, please remember those serving us in the military, and the families of
our Hawai’i National Guard. These names have been given by loved ones and family members:
Navy – TJ, Javinar, Kristian Matsumoto, Coast Guard - Brian Rodriguez, Navy - Kiana Alisna,
Coast Guard - Ke’ale Renta Army - Jason Lumacad, Levi Fajardo: Air Force - Steven Javinar,
Ikaika Fajardo, Army - Brandon Perkinson, Drew Cox, Tony Garton: National Guard - Benji MacKenzie, Eddie Resinto, Fred Casticimo, Philip Kamakea, Anthony Y. Torres, Master Sgt. If you
know of someone you would like added to our prayer list, please advise the church office.

Lihue Lutheran Spotlight
It is domestic abuse awareness month. If you or someone you know is facing domestic abuse, call
YWCA at (808) 245-6362. Mahalo nui to Aunty Gloria, Shannon Lorenzo, and Tony Kment for
the dedication, service, and love they have shown to all of us and LLC.
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Introduction
Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be
reformed in order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We
celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every
day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in
baptism, we pray for the church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship
and mission.
Overview
Not Ashamed
In many congregations, Reformation Sunday is treated as a sort of “Lutheran
heritage” day, a time for singing chorales and remembering the theological
reforms of the sixteenth century that gave birth to Lutheranism. In other parishes, a greater focus is placed on the church’s need for continual reform; the church’s history is secondary to an
emphasis on the issues and needs of the church today. Both approaches have much to commend them.
But the true center of this day is found in the appointed readings. In Jeremiah we are reminded
of a new covenant and the promise that God will forgive, the promise written on our hearts. In
Romans Paul brings the full force of the law to bear on our lives: “since all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). With this reality, how can we have any hope apart
from divine grace? Finally, in the gospel reading from John we are reminded that our freedom
comes from Christ alone. We are neither bound to the past nor slaves to our anxieties of the
present.
Psalm 46 brings all of this together with the powerful proclamation: “God is our refuge and
strength.” The God we know in the person of Jesus is the one we can turn to in times of crisis,
the one we call upon in times of fear, the one we trust to pour out mercy and forgiveness upon
us. This Jesus is our solid foundation. In a world of chaos, confusion, and change there is a constant: the enduring and life-giving grace of God.

On Reformation Sunday—as every Sunday—we remember that we are not ashamed of this
good news, this gospel.
Theological Reflection
“For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the
law” (Rom. 3:28). Oh, how Lutherans love this verse. How we love to shout it from the rooftops,
especially on Reformation Sunday! And yet, if we’re completely honest with ourselves, each one
of us has our own “law” that we insist we or others must follow in order to prove ourselves righteous. The law that says if we really loved God and neighbor, we would lose twenty pounds,
throw our preschooler the best birthday party anyone has ever seen, give more money to
church, and never, ever forget to say grace before eating a meal. The law that says that if those
people were really Christian they would never vote for candidate X, support policy Y, or engage
in activity Z. What is the unspoken (or spoken!) “law” that we expect preachers or worshipers to
obey in order to earn righteousness, that we boast about our own obedience toward, or that we
beat ourselves up for not obeying? How does the gospel destroy these laws and bring life and
freedom to all?
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Announcements and Weekly
Events!
Welcome, Check-In, and Announcements
In the Facebook chatbox share something good God is doing in your life.

Announcements


All Saints Day next week



Sioux Mackenzie Memorial
November 6 @ 3pm, contact the office for details

Weekly Events


Ghetto Sweet Tarts (Taco Tuesday, on a Monday!)
Monday, Nov 1, 5:30-7pm in the Fellowship Hall



BOBS Bible Study—The Forgotten Luther (6-week study)
Tuesday, Nov 2, @ 5:30-7pm in the fellowship hall
ADVENT STUDY, Begins Tues, Nov 30, “The Christmas We Didn’t Expect”



Centering Prayer with Liedeke Bulder
Saturday, Nov 6, @ 9-10am via zoom https://us04web.zoom.us/j/9079773456



Youth Group
Sunday, Nov 14, 5:30-7pm in the fellowship hall
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Reformation Sunday
Order for Worship
*Confession and Forgiveness

P Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life,
whose presence is sure, and whose love is endless.
C Amen.
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,
Silence is kept for reflection.
P God our comforter:
C like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance
and see scarcity. We turn our faces away from injustice and op
pression. We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. Free
us from our sin, gracious God. Listen when we call out to you
for help. Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as our
selves. Amen.
P All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace
in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. Receive with glad
hearts the forgiveness of all your sins.
C Amen.

*Gathering Song

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
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*The Apostolic Greeting
P The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit, be with you all.
C And also with you.

*Kyrie

All Sing

For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all;
For this holy house, for all who worship and praise,
Let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. (refrain)
That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor;
That we may live out . . . truth and justice and grace.
Let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. (refrain)
For peace in our hearts . . . For peace in our homes . . . For friends and family.
For life and for love . . . For our work and our play,
Let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. (refrain)
For your Spirit to guide, that you center our lives in the water and the word;
That you nourish our souls . . . With your body and blood,
Let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. (refrain)

*Prayer of the Day
P

Let us pray. Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your

Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit
on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect
and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies
of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.
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First Reading

Jeremiah 31:31-34

The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people to live upright lives. To know the Lord means that one will defend the cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16).
The renewed covenant is possible only because the Lord will forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our
hope lies in a God who forgets.
house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I
31
The days are surely coming, says the Lord,
will put my law within them, and I will write it on
when I will make a new covenant with the house
their hearts; and I will be their God, and they
of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be
shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach
like the covenant that I made with their ancestors
one another, or say to each other, “Know the
when I took them by the hand to bring them out
Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least
of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke,
of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will
33
though I was their husband, says the Lord. But
forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no
this is the covenant that I will make with the
more.

A The Word of the Lord

C Thanks be to God.

Psalm

Psalm 46

The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. (Ps. 46:7)
1

God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
2
Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth
be moved, and though the mountains shake in
the depths of the sea;
3
though its waters rage and foam, and though the
mountains tremble with its tumult.
4
There is a river whose streams make glad the
city of God, the holy habitation of the Most
High.
5
God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be
shaken; God shall help it at the break of day.
6
The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth melts away.

Second Reading
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The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
8
Come now, regard the works of the Lord,
what desolations God has brought upon
the earth;
9
behold the one who makes war to cease in all
the world; who breaks the bow, and shatters the
spear, and burns the shields with fire.
10
“Be still, then, and know that I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations; I will
be exalted in the earth.”
11
The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

Romans 3:19-28

Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation leaders. No
human beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are brought into a right relationship with God through the divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that
liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ.

9
19

Now we know that whatever the law says, it
speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world
may be held accountable to God. 20For “no human
being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the
knowledge of sin. 21But now, apart from law, the
righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is
attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for
all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since
all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God;
24
they are now justified by his grace as a gift,

A The Word of the Lord

through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,
25
whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He
did this to show his righteousness, because in his
divine forbearance he had passed over the sins
previously committed; 26it was to prove at the
present time that he himself is righteous and that
he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.
27
Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but
by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is
justified by faith apart from works prescribed by
the law.

C Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation

Holy Gospel

John 8:31-36

Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals the truth that
sets people free from sin.
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P The Holy Gospel according to
Saint John, the eighth chapter.

31

Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him,
“If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth
will make you free.” 33They answered him, “We
are descendants of Abraham and have never been
slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying,
‘You will be made free’?”

34
Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you,
everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin.
35
The slave does not have a permanent place in
the household; the son has a place there forever.
36
So if the Son makes you free, you will be free
indeed.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.

Keiki Sermon
Sermon
*Hymn of the Day

This is the Feast

(The men are asked to sing lines marked I while the woman are asked to sing II)
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*Apostles’ Creed
P Let us join together in reciting the Apostles’ Creed
A I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven
and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our
Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*The Prayers of the Church
P
A

C
A

C
A

Set free from sin and death and nourished by the word of truth, we join in prayer for all
of God’s creation.
We pray for all who long for a word of truth and for the radical grace that flows from the
cross. Inspire congregations to freely and boldly proclaim your love for all people with
persistence and hope. Hear us, O God.
your mercy is great.
We pray for your creation, for mountains, rivers, streams, cities, homesteads, and
neighborhoods. Write in our hearts a new love and care for creation. Give us the will to
curb wasteful habits and to hold accountable those who neglect the vulnerable. Hear us,
O God.
your mercy is great.

We pray for all who aspire to public office and for all who will vote on Tuesday at local
polling places (especially). Pour wisdom and understanding upon all who govern so that
communities of justice and peace may thrive. Hear us, O God.
C your mercy is great.
A We pray for all who long for healing in mind, body, or spirit. Strengthen hospitals, clinics,
counseling centers, nursing homes, and recovery centers to be holy spaces of renewal
that all might live the abundant life you intend. Hear us, O God.
C your mercy is great.
A We pray for all who seek to grow in faith and love of you. Guide teaching and learning in
confirmation, small groups, Sunday school, youth groups, schools, seminaries, and universities. Hear us, O God.
C your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
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A

C
P
C

We give thanks for all the saints and reformers who have gone before us who dwell in
your holy habitation. Give us courage through their example to challenge unjust systems
and work toward life-giving reformation. Hear us, O God.
your mercy is great.
Confident that you hear us, O God, we boldly place our prayers into your hands; through
Jesus Christ, our truth and life.
Amen

*The Queen’s Prayer

English Translation
1. O Lord thy Loving Mercy,
Is high as the Heavens.
It tells us of thy truth.
And ‘tis filled with holiness

3. For thy grace I beseech thee.
Bring us ‘neath thy protection.
And peace will be thy portion
Now and forever more. Amen

The Sharing of the Peace
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.
P Let us share the peace of the Lord with those here locally
and those joining us online via Facebook live! As the ushers
come forward, take a minute to share “Aloha” with those joining us online!
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Offertory Word

If God puts it on your heart to give, donations can be given here today,
mailed in, or given online our website here or you can copy and paste the
weblink below @
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?a
pver3=tYgT1GfNxRUldiimjHMvORYXmm3bazY6GfrmTtVDZydskSODEaUp5lt373GHnco2evTpo0mld6BrVzd2nG0p8xSFKZ9u6c4AzLo4CjNx7k=&ver=3

Offertory Response

Lord of Aloha
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*Offertory Prayer
P Let us pray. God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert
and manna to rain from the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us.
Unite them with the offering of our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

Invitation to Communion
All who are hungry and thirst, come. The table is ready.

*The Words of Institution

(All are welcome to share in this meal with us. The sacraments are provided in accordance to synodical guidelines in collaboration with CDC, state, and local precautions. If
you do not have sacraments, please raise your hand and an usher will bring them to you.)

*The Lord’s Prayer

P Let us pray the prayer our Lord taught us to pray...
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and for
give us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the Kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

*The Post-Communion Blessing

P May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you
in His grace.
C Amen.

*The Prayer After Communion

P Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith
into a feast of salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing
witness to the abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.
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Announcements
*The Blessing

P People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. The
Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever.
C Amen.

*The Sending Song

The Church’s One Foundation
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Dismissal

P Go in peace, the Living Word dwells in you.
C Thanks be to God.

Upcoming Commemorations
Reformation Day
Sunday, October 31, 2021
By the end of the seventeenth century, many Lutheran churches celebrated a festival
commemorating Martin Luther's posting of the Ninety-five Theses, a summary of abuses in the church of his time. At the heart of the reform movement was the gospel, the
good news that it is by grace through faith that we are justified and set free.
All Saints Day
Monday, November 1, 2021
The custom of commemorating all of the saints of the church on a single day goes back
at least to the third century. All Saints Day celebrates the baptized people of God, living
and dead, who make up the body of Christ. On this day or the following Sunday, many
congregations will remember the faithful who have died during the past year.
Martín de Porres, renewer of society, died 1639
Wednesday, November 3, 2021
Martín was the son of a Spanish knight and a freed black slave from Panama. As a lay
brother in the Order of Preachers (Dominicans), he engaged in many charitable works
in Lima, Peru. He founded an orphanage, a hospital, and a clinic for cats and dogs.
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Reformed and continually staying the same
A bitter point of contention has to do with the term, “Lutheran”, and what
or who constitutes a Lutheran. Certainly, there are Western-Eurocentric definitions that have incredibly narrow understandings of both what and who a Lutheran is and what a Lutheran and Lutheranism looks like. However, in a postmodern era, especially considering the burgeoning of third-world Lutheranism
and contemporary reformations in church movements, I think we are invited,
from the margins and those we might consider “outsiders”, to reconsider our
own faith and (re)discover what reformation means for Lihue Lutheran.
This weekend begs us to ask a question about our own tradition to see if
we are continually reforming or just staying the same. To do this, we need to
consider the differences between reformation, refurbishing, remodeling, redoing,
and a renovations. We can come up with crafty ideas and even engage in small
shifts in our faith so that we make renovations, do a little refurbishing, maybe
even a remodel. But is an “update” the same as a reformation? For example,
the Lutheran church is notorious for hymnalizing contemporary songs—adding
upbeat, contemporary music to a hymn. It works for many “traditional” Lutherans. It feels new. It sounds modern. It looks contemporary. But to younger generations, it’s an awful blend of contemporary music alloyed in a traditional hymn.
Reformation is not an alloy where we just bake the old and the new together and call it contemporary. Younger generations balk at these renovations
and continue to walk away from organized religion. It is my belief that a contemporary reformation has already happened and the Lutheran church missed the
boat, as well as many mainline denominations. This is why so many mainline
denominations are decreasing or dying; literally and institutionally.
This might sound offensive, but so was Jesus’ message to the stalwarts
of the faith, known as the religious leaders like the Pharisees and Sadducees.
We just spent three weeks talking about how everyone misunderstood Jesus’
teachings and message. I think many of us misunderstand what church is, how
it’s supposed to look and feel and sound, and this prevents us from living into
God’s vision for the church (globally and locally). Paul rails against the
“traditions of men” which detract from vibrant faith, worship, and discipleship.
So, what does this mean for the Lutheran church at large and Lihue Lutheran in particular? I don’t know. I have more questions than I do answers.
What I see is a God who is on the move in vibrant ways. The question I have is
not how we can change things but how we can draw deeper into God’s love to
live out reformation in our lives, our worship, and neighbor-love in a contemporary, post-modern era.
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For Further Reflection
Theological Reflection

Today’s reading from Jeremiah prophesies good news, that one day the remnant of Israel—the
exiles in Babylon—will be brought back to Zion. It is a song of restoration even more than healing. Jesus’ healing of Bartimaeus could be interpreted as a fulfillment of Jeremiah’s prophecy.
Now Bartimaeus, once separated from participating in the temple rituals because of his ritual
uncleanness, has been restored to the community of worshipers. Jesus has healed Bartimaeus
not just for the sake of healing, but so Bartimaeus can enter the presence of God. This is why
Jesus heals and forgives—for the sake of a restored relationship with God.

Current Event

The recent/ongoing experience with COVID-19 has impacted much of how we minister to our
congregations. “Social (or physical) distancing” has become of paramount importance, even a
marker of love of neighbor. Consider Jesus’ reception of Bartimaeus (and others throughout
scripture suffering from illness or infirmity). “Jesus stood still and said, ‘Call him here’” (Mark 10:49). How do we extend Christlike incarnate care and welcome for the sick and suffering (and even those who are healthy!), while protecting others who may be especially vulnerable to various communicable diseases?

Let The Children Come

What does mercy look like in this story of Bartimaeus and Jesus? Today’s gospel text offers another great opportunity for mystagogy with children because mercy is a big concept that is very
present in our liturgy. The church often prays for God’s mercy at the beginning of the worship
service. Are you using a Kyrie this season? If so, practice it together and notice where it falls in
the liturgy. Consider using the same setting of the Kyrie until the end of the church year to allow
it time to sink in.

Connection With Creation

Father John Rausch is a Catholic priest serving the Appalachian region of eastern Kentucky. He
is known for his advocacy work on behalf of impoverished communities and the mountains destroyed by coal mining. He describes taking a group of residents and activists up to a plateau
that had previously been a soaring peak covered in trees and vegetation. After stripmining, the
mountain looked like a moonscape. Rausch led the group in a service of mourning and lamentation for all that was lost, but then handed out seeds and saplings for participants to plant. In the
words of Psalm 126:5, “Those who sowed with tears will reap with songs of joy.” While the
mountain will never return to its previous glory, the faithful remnant tended to it with care and
hope, trusting in the power of ritual and action to enact God’s vision of restoration.
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Worship Reflection
What biblical texts stood out to me and why?
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
What do I feel God is trying to say to me in and through this sermon?
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
Is the Holy Spirit prompting me to change something in my heart or life? If yes,
what is it? What is one step I can take to make a positive change in my life this
week?
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
Where did I see/hear God in the sermon?
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

