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Welcome to Our Guests
It is always a joy to share our faith and worship with people visiting from around the world.
Please know your presence and participation in our service is most appreciated. At Lihue Lutheran we celebrate Holy Communion at every service. You are certainly welcome in joining us
as our Lord comes to us in this holy meal.

Prayer Concerns
Please remember these people in your prayers during the week: The family of Amanda Thayer ,
Bob & Joann Clash, Sally Rasay, Linda Garrett, Stan Weeks, Ronnie Pacheco, Pagatpatan
ohana, Villanueva ohana, Geronimo ohana, David Gragg, Joe Morgan, Zosimo and Virginia
Austria, Karen Kinoshita, Jake Whisenhunt, Rick Rentz, Norman Dibble, Kazue Zaima, Virginia
Hines-Aflague, John Mattek, Girald II (Bobby Girald’s son), Kristie Schmid (Tony’s sister), Lolli
Hagen, Abraham Torres, Sr., Kristy Kahananui, Sonny Koerte, Uncle Joe, Mallory Rodriguez,
Steve Schantz, Peter Alisna, Tirzah Pope, Pastor Matthew Weber, Joyce Anglemyer, Stephen
Shioi, Peggy Hood, Jason Shimono, Richard Rasay, Nancy Nelson (formely Mandell), Karen &
Patrick Pavao, Edward Rasay, Karen Richards (friend of Nancy Mandell), Marcos Larson
(Liedeke’s son), Dora Jane Rowell, Franklin Parraga, Penny Parraga, Leticia Ancog (Kurt
Javinar’s sister), Yvonne Shinseki, Al Dressler (Larry’s Father), Shirley Hallman (Denese Alcott’s Mother), Mercy Ballesteros, Mike LaBerge, Anna Marie & Phil Croghan, Judy Carlson,
Caroline Johnson, Sheila Belarmino, Ray Roderick, The Church Council, and leaders in the
ELCA. If you have additional prayer requests, please let the church office know. “Ask it in my
name . . .” Mahalo for your love.

Remembering Our Military
As we gather for worship, please remember those serving us in the military, and the families of
our Hawai’i National Guard. These names have been given by loved ones and family members:
Navy – TJ, Javinar, Kristian Matsumoto, Coast Guard - Brian Rodriguez, Navy - Kiana Alisna,
Coast Guard - Ke’ale Renta Army - Jason Lumacad, Levi Fajardo: Air Force - Steven Javinar,
Ikaika Fajardo, Army - Brandon Perkinson, Drew Cox, Tony Garton: National Guard - Benji MacKenzie, Eddie Resinto, Fred Casticimo, Philip Kamakea, Anthony Y. Torres, Master Sgt. If you
know of someone you would like added to our prayer list, please advise the church office.

Lihue Lutheran Spotlight
It is domestic abuse awareness month. If you or someone you know is facing domestic abuse, call
YWCA at (808) 245-6362.
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Introduction
The rich man who comes to ask Jesus what he should do to inherit eternal life
is a good man, sincere in his asking. Mark’s gospel is alone in saying that
Jesus looked on him and loved him. Out of love, not as judgment, Jesus offers him an open door to life: sell all you own and give it to the poor. Our culture bombards us with the message that we will find life by consuming. Our
assemblies counter this message with the invitation to find life by divesting for
the sake of the other.
Overview
Fat Camels and Narrow Needles: Only Possible for God
A rich man approaches Jesus and asks how to inherit eternal life. Jesus tells
him to sell what he owns, give the money to the poor, and follow. Jesus will accept nothing less
than our very selves. Like the rich man, we too are left defenseless and grieving by Jesus’ radical call to leave behind and give away what we count on for our own security. He wants us, and
therefore also wants the things that keep us from him; he gazes upon us in love, even as he
calls us to leave behind our false sources of security. How hard it is for us camels to pass
through the eye of the needle! We too grieve at the impossibility. It is in fact impossible for us,
yet more than possible for God to make it so. For we have a “great high priest who has passed
through the heavens, the Son of God,” who is both able to sympathize with our great weakness
but also to provide mercy and help. While eternal life on the other side of the needle is a free gift
that only God can give, it is a gift that claims the entirety of our lives and therefore reshapes our
stewardship of whatever earthly goods we do have. For first and foremost we are called to follow the Christ who gazes upon us in love. Since we are his, following him we will enter through
the eye of the needle, leaving behind what cannot fit through with us. In doing so we are promised that we will gain everything: a hundredfold more in this life in a new community under the
Cross, “and in the age to come eternal life” (Mark 10:30).
Theological Reflection
Amos loudly decried the terror of income disparity and economic exploitation in his time, a cry
citizens of rich nations must hear. The United States’ power was made by human ingenuity, yes,
but ingenuity sprouting from stolen soil made fertile with the blood of enslaved Africans and indigenous people, tilled and tended by powerful corporations backed up by the planet’s deadliest
military. So maybe we aren’t so different from the Assyrians, Edomites, and Israelite elite of
Amos’s day? Maybe we should read today’s passage without the hope in verses 14 and 15 and
truly feel God’s conviction?
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Announcements and Weekly
Events!
Welcome, Check-In, and Announcements
In the Facebook chatbox share something good God is doing in your life.

Announcements


Reformation Renovation in the Youth Room!



All Church Workday—Saturday, October 16



Sign up for Trunk-or-Treat or Trick-or-Treat in the Grave Yard! Saturday, Oct 30



Operation Christmas Child—Michelle Dressler

Weekly Events


Youth Group
Sunday, Oct 10, youth group online! https://us06web.zoom.us/j/94250967656
Reformation Renovation, Oct 31, come check out the Reformed Room!



Ghetto Sweet Tarts (breakfast for dinner!)
Monday, Oct 11, 5:30-7pm in the Fellowship Hall



BOBS Bible Study—The Forgotten Luther (6-week study)
Tuesday, Oct 12, @ 5:30-7pm in the fellowship hall



Centering Prayer with Liedeke Bulder
Saturday, Oct 16, @ 9-10am via zoom https://us04web.zoom.us/j/9079773456
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Twentieth Week of Pentecost
Order for Worship
*Confession and Forgiveness

P In the name of Makua, ☩ Keike Kane, and Uhane Hemolele.
C Amen.
P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people,
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of
your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your for
giveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,
C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free our
selves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory
of your holy name. Amen.
P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and or
dained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare
to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of Makua, ☩ Keike
Kane, and Uhane Hemolele.
C Amen.

*Gathering Song

Son of God, Eternal Savior

6

*Thanksgiving for Baptism
P Joined into Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy
and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took
delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the
river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
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By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs
of your promise and servants of all. We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace,
and love.
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
C Amen.

*The Apostolic Greeting
P The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit, be with you all.
C And also with you.

*Prayer of the Day
P

Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us your

gift of faith, that, forsaking what lies behind and reaching out to
what lies ahead, we may follow the way of your commandments
and receive the crown of everlasting joy, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

First Reading

Amos 5:6-7, 10-15

Amos was a herdsman by profession and a prophet by God’s call. During a time of great prosperity in the
northern kingdom of Israel, the prophet speaks to the wealthy upper class. He warns his listeners that
fulfilling God’s demand for justice brings blessing, while corruption and oppression incur God’s wrath.
6

Seek the Lord and live, or he will break out
against the house of Joseph like fire, and it will
devour Bethel, with no one to quench it.
7
Ah, you that turn justice to wormwood,
and bring righteousness to the ground!
10
They hate the one who reproves in the gate,
and they abhor the one who speaks the truth.
11
Therefore because you trample on the poor
and take from them levies of grain,
you have built houses of hewn stone,
but you shall not live in them;
you have planted pleasant vineyards,

but you shall not drink their wine.
For I know how many are your transgressions, and how great are your sins—
you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe,
and push aside the needy in the gate.
13
Therefore the prudent will keep silent in such
a time; for it is an evil time. 14Seek good and not
evil, that you may live; and so the Lord, the God
of hosts, will be with you, just as you have said.
15
Hate evil and love good, and establish justice
in the gate; it may be that the Lord, the God of
hosts, will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.
12
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A The Word of the Lord

C Thanks be to God.

Psalm

Psalm 90:12-17

So teach us to number our days that we may apply our hearts to wisdom. (Ps. 90:12)
12

So teach us to number our days
that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.
13
Return, O Lord; how long will you tarry?
Be gracious | to your servants.
14
Satisfy us by your steadfast love in the morning; so shall we rejoice and be glad all our days.
15
Make us glad as many days as you afflicted
us and as many years as we suffered adversity.

Second Reading

16

Show your servants your works,
and your splendor to their children.
17
May the graciousness of the Lord our God
be upon us; prosper the work of our hands;
prosper our handiwork.
how majestic is your name in all the earth!

Hebrews 4:12-16

We cannot hide our thoughts, desires, and actions from God, to whom we are completely accountable.
Nevertheless, Jesus understands our human weakness and temptations, because he also experienced them.
Therefore we can approach the throne of grace to receive divine mercy from Christ.
12

Indeed, the word of God is living and active,
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing until it
divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is
able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the
heart. 13And before him no creature is hidden, but
all are naked and laid bare to the eyes of the one to
whom we must render an account.
14

Since, then, we have a great high priest who

A The Word of the Lord

*Gospel Acclamation

has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son
of God, let us hold fast to our confession. 15For
we do not have a high priest who is unable to
sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have
one who in every respect has been tested as we
are, yet without sin. 16Let us therefore approach
the throne of grace with boldness, so that we
may receive mercy and find grace to help in time
of need.

C Thanks be to God.
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Holy Gospel

Mark 10-17-31

Jesus has been teaching his disciples about what is most valued in God’s eyes. Now, a conversation with
a rich man brings his message home to the disciples in a way that is surprising but unforgettable.

P The Holy Gospel according to
Saint Mark, the tenth chapter.

17

As [Jesus] was setting out on a journey, a man ran
up and knelt before him, and asked him, “Good
Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”
18
Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No
one is good but God alone. 19You know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder; You shall not
commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not
bear false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor
your father and mother.’ ” 20He said to him,
“Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth.”
21
Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, “You
lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the
money to the poor, and you will have treasure in
heaven; then come, follow me.” 22When he heard
this, he was shocked and went away grieving, for
he had many possessions.
23
Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for those who have
wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 24And the
disciples were perplexed at these words. But Jesus

P The Gospel of the Lord.

Keiki Sermon
Sermon

said to them again, “Children, how hard it is to
enter the kingdom of God! 25It is easier for a
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for
someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of
God.” 26They were greatly astounded and said to
one another, “Then who can be saved?” 27Jesus
looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things are
possible.”
28
Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have
left everything and followed you.” 29Jesus said,
“Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left
house or brothers or sisters or mother or father
or children or fields, for my sake and for the
sake of the good news, 30who will not receive a
hundredfold now in this age—houses, brothers
and sisters, mothers and children, and fields,
with persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life. 31But many who are first will be last,
and the last will be first.”
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*Hymn of the Day

Be Thou My Vision

*Apostles’ Creed
P Let us join together in reciting the Apostles’ Creed
A I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven
and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our
Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
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He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*The Prayers of the Church
P

A

C
A

C
A

Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in
need.
Uniting God, you call forth different gifts in those who follow you. Encourage us to welcome the diverse benefits and blessings of the whole church in teaching, preaching,
prophecy, healing, and more. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Nurturing God, you bring forth crops from the soil and bounty from the trees. Increase
the produce of the land and bless all who toil in fields and orchards. Provide for good
working conditions and keep them safe. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Empowering God, you offer compassion for those who are overlooked or forgotten.
Open the hearts of local, national, and world leaders to show such compassion and love
for their neighbors. Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
A Sheltering God, in Jesus you travelled among us without a place to lay your head. Provide safe places to sleep and rest for those who have no place to live. Sustain ministries
that offer food, clothing, and peace of mind, specifically we lift up to you Mobile
Munchies. Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
A Renewing God, you bring life out of death. Help us part with those things that are no
longer beneficial to us and open our hearts to see where new life is budding in this congregation. Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
A Eternal God, we thank you for the lives of those who have died Sioux Mackenzie, Obie
Obenauer, Kahu Rocky, Franklin Parraga. Make us confident in your promise of salvation and support us in our own journey of faith. Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen
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*The Queen’s Prayer

English Translation
1. O Lord thy Loving Mercy,
Is high as the Heavens.
It tells us of thy truth.
And ‘tis filled with holiness

3. For thy grace I beseech thee.
Bring us ‘neath thy protection.
And peace will be thy portion
Now and forever more. Amen

The Sharing of the Peace
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.
P Let us share the peace of the Lord with those here locally
and those joining us online via Facebook live! As the ushers
come forward, take a minute to share “Aloha” with those joining us online!
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Offertory Word

If God puts it on your heart to give, donations can be given here today,
mailed in, or given online our website here or you can copy and paste the
weblink below @
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?a
pver3=tYgT1GfNxRUldiimjHMvORYXmm3bazY6GfrmTtVDZydskSODEaUp5lt373GHnco2evTpo0mld6BrVzd2nG0p8xSFKZ9u6c4AzLo4CjNx7k=&ver=3

Offertory Response

Lord of Aloha
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*Offertory Prayer
P Let us pray. Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth
and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in
any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread
of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come!

*The Words of Institution

(All are welcome to share in this meal with us. The sacraments are provided in accordance to synodical guidelines in collaboration with CDC, state, and local precautions. If
you do not have sacraments, please raise your hand and an usher will bring them to you.)

*The Lord’s Prayer

P Let us pray the prayer our Lord taught us to pray...
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and for
give us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the Kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

*The Post-Communion Blessing

P May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you
in His grace.
C Amen.
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*The Prayer After Communion

P Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever
ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world
with your own life. In your name we pray.
C Amen.

Announcements
*The Blessing

P The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us ☩
be upon you now and forever.

C Amen.

*The Sending Song

God of Grace and God of Glory
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Dismissal

P Go in peace, the Living Word dwells in you.
C Thanks be to God.
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Commemorations
William Tyndale, translator, martyr, died 1536
Wednesday, October 6, 2021
Tyndale was ordained a priest in England, and wished to translate the Bible into English. He was opposed in this by King Henry VIII, causing him to flee to Germany. He
completed the New Testament in 1525, but before he could finish the Old Testament,
he was tried for heresy and burned at the stake.
Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, pastor in North America, died 1787
Thursday, October 7, 2021
Divided Lutherans in America asked leaders in Europe to send someone who could
take charge and unite their work. Muhlenberg was sent, and was effective in organizing
the American Lutherans. Among other accomplishments, his liturgical principles became the basis for the Common Service of 1888.
Massie L. Kennard, renewer of the church, died 1996 (TFF)
Sunday, October 10, 2021
A native of Chicago, Kennard was a major figure in supporting and working toward ethnic and racial inclusiveness in the former Lutheran Church in America. Ordained in
1958, he served in positions including Director for Minority Concerns of the Division for
Mission in North America.
Teresa of Avila, teacher, renewer of the church, died 1582
Friday, October 15, 2021
A mystical writer and reformer of the monastic order (Carmelites) to which she belonged, Teresa may also be commemorated with John of the Cross on December 14.
Latino Christians traditionally remember her on this date.
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How Bold Are You?
I love Hebrews 4. I LOVE IT! The beauty of Hebrews 4:15-16 is that it
speaks truth AND life to the discouraged soul. In life, we can become discouraged and we do become discouraged. In our discouragement, we can come to
think, feel, and believe that God is distant; that God is far off, as though God
doesn’t know or doesn’t care about what we are going through. As a result, we
can feel lonely in the walk of life and in the life of faith.
Hebrews 4:15-16 rushes in to remind us of the GREAT news of the Gospel! God is not far off; God does not forget or not know what we are facing or
are going through; and God CARES about our every need! The text speaks to
the hearts of discouraged believers to bring them to a place of boldness of faith
so that they would come to God to receive grace, mercy, and help in their time
of need!
I don’t know about you, but that is GOOD NEWS! It is GREAT NEWS,
because sometimes I get discouraged. Sometimes I fall into the belief that God
is far off or far away or God doesn’t know or care about what I’m going through;
and I’m too tired or discouraged to reach up and call out for help. When I see
Scriptures like these, I am reminded of God’s great love for me (and us) and the
fact that God wants us to call out to Him. I’m reminded that it is not God’s duty,
but God’s delight to help us and respond to all who call on Him!
It is my hope and prayer that this pericope will speak to you and bring to
you the same reminder, strength, and encouragement it has brought to me that
you might be blessed in your relationship with God and neighbor!
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For Further Reflection
Sensory Idea

It is a hard thing to teach people to “approach the throne of grace with boldness” when they
know they have done wrong or when they have been wronged (Heb. 4:16). As a Sunday school
activity, have the children draw a picture or tell a story about a time when they apologized for
having done something wrong, both the before and the after. Ask adults to name artwork, food,
a scene in a film, and especially music (extra points if it’s a hymn everyone can sing together)
that they associate with repentance. Encourage them to engage with whatever they have
named in order to prepare and strengthen their spirits so that they are ready to seek repentance
when they have done wrong, or call for it when they have been wronged.

Experiential Idea

The church commemorates Teresa of Avila on October 15. Honor this sixteenth-century luminary by drawing on her life and writings as part of a sermon on this Sunday’s gospel from Mark.
Teresa was herself a member of the nobility before she left all her wealth to serve Jesus. In
1970, Teresa was the first woman in Roman Catholic history to be made a Doctor of the Church.
During her lifetime, Teresa was accused of heresy for teaching men. If it would be readily noticed in your ministry context, consider having all teaching and worship leadership roles filled by
women and girls this week as a visible expression of women’s leadership in the church. If this
would not be unusual in your context, then perhaps use the week to highlight how your congregation benefits from the leadership of women and girls.

Connections with Creation
Jesus’ invitation to the man with many possessions to relinquish what he has and give
to the poor was offered in love but refused out of fear. The man could not see beyond
the immediate pain of loss to the possibility of liberation from that which, in fact, possessed him. This story in Mark encourages us to see that divesting of wealth can be an
act of freedom with profound ethical ramifications. Consider the movement of businesses and institutions to divest their portfolios of fossil fuel investments. The ELCA’s pensions and benefits arm, Portico, was instructed by the 2016 Churchwide Assembly to
move from investing in fossil fuel companies to investing in corporations taking positive
steps toward a sustainable environment. Trillions of dollars have been squeezed from
carbon-intensive companies as part of a broader strategy to align our financial resources with values that sustain life. “For God, all things are possible” (Mark 10:27).
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Worship Reflection
What biblical texts stood out to me and why?
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
What do I feel God is trying to say to me in and through this sermon?
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
Is the Holy Spirit prompting me to change something in my heart or life? If yes,
what is it? What is one step I can take to make a positive change in my life this
week?
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
Where did I see/hear God in the sermon?
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

