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Welcome to Our Guests
It is always a joy to share our faith and worship with people visiting from around the world.
Please know your presence and participation in our service is most appreciated. At Lihue Lutheran we celebrate Holy Communion at every service. You are certainly welcome in joining us
as our Lord comes to us in this holy meal.

Prayer Concerns
Please remember these people in your prayers during the week: The family of Amanda Thayer ,
Bob & Joann Clash, Sally Rasay, Linda Garrett, Stan Weeks, Ronnie Pacheco, Pagatpatan
ohana, Villanueva ohana, Geronimo ohana, David Gragg, Joe Morgan, Zosimo and Virginia
Austria, Karen Kinoshita, Jake Whisenhunt, Rick Rentz, Norman Dibble, Kazue Zaima, Virginia
Hines-Aflague, John Mattek, Girald II (Bobby Girald’s son), Kristie Schmid (Tony’s sister), Lolli
Hagen, Abraham Torres, Sr., Kristy Kahananui, Sonny Koerte, Uncle Joe, Mallory Rodriguez,
Steve Schantz, Peter Alisna, Tirzah Pope, Pastor Matthew Weber, Joyce Anglemyer, Stephen
Shioi, Peggy Hood, Jason Shimono, Richard Rasay, Nancy Nelson (formely Mandell), Karen &
Patrick Pavao, Edward Rasay, Karen Richards (friend of Nancy Mandell), Marcos Larson
(Liedeke’s son), Dora Jane Rowell, Franklin Parraga, Penny Parraga, Leticia Ancog (Kurt
Javinar’s sister), Yvonne Shinseki, Al Dressler (Larry’s Father), Shirley Hallman (Denese Alcott’s Mother), Mercy Ballesteros, Mike LaBerge, Anna Marie & Phil Croghan, Judy Carlson,
Caroline Johnson, Sheila Belarmino, Ray Roderick, The Church Council, and leaders in the
ELCA. If you have additional prayer requests, please let the church office know. “Ask it in my
name . . .” Mahalo for your love.

Remembering Our Military
As we gather for worship, please remember those serving us in the military, and the families of
our Hawai’i National Guard. These names have been given by loved ones and family members:
Navy – TJ, Javinar, Kristian Matsumoto, Coast Guard - Brian Rodriguez, Navy - Kiana Alisna,
Coast Guard - Ke’ale Renta Army - Jason Lumacad, Levi Fajardo: Air Force - Steven Javinar,
Ikaika Fajardo, Army - Brandon Perkinson, Drew Cox, Tony Garton: National Guard - Benji MacKenzie, Eddie Resinto, Fred Casticimo, Philip Kamakea, Anthony Y. Torres, Master Sgt. If you
know of someone you would like added to our prayer list, please advise the church office.

Lihue Lutheran Spotlight
(If you have a highlight or something you would like to share with the congregation, please email
pastor JP so he can put your news in the spotlight!)
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Introduction
Someone who isn’t part of Jesus’ own circle is casting out demons in Jesus’
name, and the disciples want him stopped. They appeal to Jesus, as Joshua
did to Moses about the elders who prophesied without official authorization.
Like Moses, Jesus refuses to see this as a threat. Jesus welcomes good being done in his name, even when it is not under his control. The circle we form
around Jesus’ word must be able to value good being done in ways we
wouldn’t do it, by people we can’t keep tabs on.
Overview
Don’t try to stop God
In Mark 9:38-50 the disciples—at least John—are upset because they saw
somebody, not a disciple, “casting out demons” in Jesus’ name. Here John sounds strikingly
similar to the Pharisees, who became upset when someone out of their control, Jesus, healed a
person on the sabbath (Mark 3:1-6). A common tendency among religious leaders seems to be
uneasiness with God acting in ways that are outside of the expected channels and outside of
their control.
Throughout Mark’s gospel we are reminded that God’s activity and power are not controlled by
or limited to established religious institutions. This point is made clear in the opening verses of
the gospel. Mark doesn’t begin the story of the “good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of
God” (Mark 1:1) in Jerusalem, where one might expect the story of a holy person to start. Instead, the beginning of Mark’s gospel takes us to the wilderness, a place often associated with
the absence of God’s presence. But it is precisely in the wilderness where we find John, proclaiming that “the kingdom of God has come near” (Mark 1:15).
There was a sense in Jesus’ time that God could or would only be present in the temple, and
that God’s activity was determined by the actions of the religious leaders. We have the same
temptation today. We often think of what happens in the church building as God’s activity, but
forget that God is also present and acting in the world outside the church. We often think of
Christians doing God’s work, but neglect to notice the ways in which non-Christians are also
active in doing things that help to bring God’s kingdom near. Jesus’ response to his disciple’s
consternation about the fact that someone who is not a disciple is casting out demons in Jesus’
name is an important instruction to us as well. We shouldn’t stop someone who is doing God’s
will and bringing God’s kingdom near, just because they aren’t a part of our group. In fact, we
may even want to learn more about what they are doing, and join them!
Experiential Idea
Spend a few moments with a leadership team, committee, or prayer group, kindly listing your
faith community’s approaches to the ministry of healing and reconciliation. Is your community’s
healing theology based on James 5 (today’s second reading), with emphasis on concrete actions and community? The beatitudes of Matthew 5, with an emphasis on naming and blessing?
Perhaps the aspirational vision of John 10, abundant life? Or more like Paul in 2 Corinthians 5, a
cross-informed, reconciling ministry? “If we approach our hurt indirectly and kindly, it will heal,”
John O’Donohue muses (Anam Cara: A Book of Celtic Wisdom [San Francisco: HarperCollins,
1998], p. 123).
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Announcements and Weekly
Events!
Welcome, Check-In, and Announcements
In the Facebook chatbox share something good God is doing in your life.

Announcements


October all church work day coming soon, TBD!



BOBS books are on order and will arrive end of Sept, beginning of Oct.

Weekly Events


Youth Group
Sunday, Sept 26, youth group online! https://us06web.zoom.us/j/94250967656



Ghetto Sweet Tarts
Monday, Sept 27, 5:30-7pm in the Fellowship Hall



BOBS Bible Study—The Forgotten Luther (6-week study)
Tuesday, Oct 5, @ 5:30-7pm in the fellowship hall
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Eighteenth Week of Pentecost
Order for Worship
*Confession and Forgiveness

P In the name of Makua, ☩ Keike Kane, and Uhane Hemolele.
C Amen.
P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people,
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of
your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your for
giveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,
C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free our
selves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory
of your holy name. Amen.
P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and or
dained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare
to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of Makua, ☩ Keike
Kane, and Uhane Hemolele.
C Amen.

*Gathering Song

When Morning Gilds the Skies
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*Thanksgiving for Baptism
P Joined into Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy
and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took
delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the
river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
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By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs
of your promise and servants of all. We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace,
and love.
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
C Amen.

*The Apostolic Greeting
P The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit, be with you all.
C And also with you.

*Prayer of the Day
P

Let us pray. Generous God, your Son gave his life that we might
come to peace with you. Give us a share of your Spirit, and in all
we do empower us to bear the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

C Amen.

First Reading

Number 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29

What constitutes legitimate need and legitimate leadership is the focus of this reading. God provides manna in the wilderness, yet the people crave meat. What is truly needful? God bestows the spirit on seventy
elders, yet two men not designated as leaders prophesy in the power of God’s spirit. What constitutes real
leadership?
4

The rabble among them had a strong craving;
and the Israelites also wept again, and said, “If
only we had meat to eat! 5We remember the fish
we used to eat in Egypt for nothing, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the
garlic; 6but now our strength is dried up, and there
is nothing at all but this manna to look at.”
10
Moses heard the people weeping throughout
their families, all at the entrances of their tents.
Then the Lord became very angry, and Moses
was displeased. 11So Moses said to the Lord,
“Why have you treated your servant so badly?
Why have I not found favor in your sight, that

you lay the burden of all this people on me? 12Did
I conceive all this people? Did I give birth to
them, that you should say to me, ‘Carry them in
your bosom, as a nurse carries a sucking child, to
the land that you promised on oath to their ancestors’? 13Where am I to get meat to give to all this
people? For they come weeping to me and say,
‘Give us meat to eat!’ 14I am not able to carry all
this people alone, for they are too heavy for me.
15
If this is the way you are going to treat me, put
me to death at once—if I have found favor in
your sight—and do not let me see my misery.”

8
16

So the Lord said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy of the elders of Israel, whom you know to be
the elders of the people and officers over them;
bring them to the tent of meeting, and have them
take their place there with you.”
24
So Moses went out and told the people the
words of the Lord; and he gathered seventy elders of the people, and placed them all around the
tent. 25Then the Lord came down in the cloud
and spoke to him, and took some of the spirit that
was on him and put it on the seventy elders; and
when the spirit rested upon them, they prophe-

A The Word of the Lord

sied. But they did not do so again.
26
Two men remained in the camp, one named
Eldad, and the other named Medad, and the spirit
rested on them; they were among those registered,
but they had not gone out to the tent, and so they
prophesied in the camp. 27And a young man ran
and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.” 28And Joshua son of Nun, the
assistant of Moses, one of his chosen men, said,
“My lord Moses, stop them!” 29But Moses said to
him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that
all the Lord‘s people were prophets, and that the
Lord would put his spirit on them!”

C Thanks be to God.

Psalm

Psalm 19:7-14

The commandment of the Lord gives light to the eyes. (Ps. 19:8)
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The teaching of the Lord is perfect and revives
the soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure and
gives wisdom to the simple.
8
The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice
the heart; the commandment of the Lord is
clear and gives light to the eyes.
9
The fear of the Lord is clean and endures forever; the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.
10
More to be desired are they than gold, more
than much fine gold, sweeter far than honey,
than honey in the comb.

Second Reading
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By them also is your servant enlightened,
and in keeping them there is great reward.
12
Who can detect one’s own offenses?
Cleanse me from my secret faults.
13
Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over me;
then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of
a great offense.
14
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight,
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.

James 5:13-20

Marks of the Christian community include praying for those who are sick and in need, celebrating with
those in good health, restoring those who have strayed, confessing sins to one another, and offering for13

Are any among you suffering? They should pray.
Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of
praise. 14Are any among you sick? They should call
for the elders of the church and have them pray
over them, anointing them with oil in the name of
the Lord. 15The prayer of faith will save the sick,
and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who
has committed sins will be forgiven. 16Therefore

confess your sins to one another, and pray for
one another, so that you may be healed. The
prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.
17
Elijah was a human being like us, and he
prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for
three years and six months it did not rain on the
earth. 18Then he prayed again, and the heaven
gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest.

9
19

My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you
wanders from the truth and is brought back by another, 20you should know that whoever brings back

A The Word of the Lord

a sinner from wandering will save the sinner’s
soul from death and will cover a multitude of
sins.

C Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation

*Holy Gospel

Mark 9:38-50

On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus teaches his disciples about ministry that involves service and sacrifice.
His disciples are slow to realize that these words apply to them as well as to others.

P The Holy Gospel according to
Saint Mark, the ninth chapter.

38

John said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, we saw someone
casting out demons in your name, and we tried to
stop him, because he was not following us.” 39But
Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one who does
a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. 40Whoever is not
against us is for us. 41For truly I tell you, whoever
gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear
the name of Christ will by no means lose the reward.
42
“If any of you put a stumbling block before
one of these little ones who believe in me, it would
be better for you if a great millstone were hung
around your neck and you were thrown into the
sea. 43If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off;

it is better for you to enter life maimed than to
have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. 45And if your foot causes you to
stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life
lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into
hell. 47And if your eye causes you to stumble,
tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes
and to be thrown into hell, 48where their worm
never dies, and the fire is never quenched.
49
“For everyone will be salted with fire. 50Salt
is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can
you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at
peace with one another.”
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P The Gospel of the Lord.

Keiki Sermon
Sermon
*Hymn of the Day

O Christ, Our Light, Radiance True
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*Apostles’ Creed
P Let us join together in reciting the Apostles’ Creed
A I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven
and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our
Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*The Prayers of the Church
P
A

C
A

C
A

C

Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in
need.
We pray for the church and its ministry. Bless the newly baptized and encourage them
in their journey of faith. Sustain all members of the body of Christ in lives of prayer, service, and worship. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for natural wonders of your creation. Restore damaged forests, waterways and
natural habitats and lead us to be good stewards of what you have provided. Lord, in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for those in authority. Give them wise minds and compassionate hearts.
Strengthen in them a desire to protect the vulnerable and care for those underserved.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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A

We pray for those who are struggling with cancer, dementia, or any other disease. Provide them with peace and resilience for the days ahead. Sustain caregivers with energy
and patience. Lord, in your mercy,

C
A

hear our prayer.
We pray for the worship leaders of this congregation: musicians, readers, acolytes, and
ushers. Bless us through their ministry and grant them the passion to continue in their
service. Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
A We give thanks for all your saints, those we have loved and known and those from every time and place. Continue to guide us by their example and reassure us of your promised salvation. Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen

*The Queen’s Prayer

English Translation
1. O Lord thy Loving Mercy,
Is high as the Heavens.
It tells us of thy truth.
And ‘tis filled with holiness

3. For thy grace I beseech thee.
Bring us ‘neath thy protection.
And peace will be thy portion
Now and forever more. Amen
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The Sharing of the Peace
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.
P Let us share the peace of the Lord with those here locally
and those joining us online via Facebook live! As the ushers
come forward, take a minute to share “Aloha” with those joining us online!

Offertory Word

If God puts it on your heart to give, donations can be given here today, mailed in, or
given online our website here or you can copy and paste the weblink below @
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?a
pver3=tYgT1GfNxRUldiimjHMvORYXmm3bazY6GfrmTtVDZydskSODEaUp5lt373GHnco2evTpo0mld6BrVzd2nG0p8xSFKZ9u6c4AzLo4CjNx7k=&ver=3

Offertory Response

Lord of Aloha
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*Offertory Prayer
P Let us pray. Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth
and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in
any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread
of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come!

*The Words of Institution

(All are welcome to share in this meal with us. The sacraments are provided in accordance to synodical guidelines in collaboration with CDC, state, and local precautions. If
you do not have sacraments, please raise your hand and an usher will bring them to you.)

*The Lord’s Prayer

P Let us pray the prayer our Lord taught us to pray...
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and for
give us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the Kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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*The Post-Communion Blessing

P May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you
in His grace.
C Amen.

*The Prayer After Communion

P Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever
ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world
with your own life. In your name we pray.
C Amen.

Announcements
*The Blessing

P The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us ☩
be upon you now and forever.

C Amen.

*The Sending Song

To Be Your Presence
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Dismissal

P Go in peace, the Living Word dwells in you.
C Thanks be to God.
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Commemorations
Michael and All Angels
Wednesday, September 29, 2021
Michael the archangel, captain of the heavenly hosts, is remembered on this day along
with the other angels and archangels. The word "angel" means messenger, and in Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, these beings have a fully spiritual nature and no physical
body.
Jerome, translator, teacher, died 420
Thursday, September 30, 2021
Jerome was a biblical scholar and translator, but rather than translating the original Hebrew and Greek scriptures into classical Latin, he worked in the commonly-spoken Latin of the day, creating a version called the Vulgate.
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Rethinking Church Leadership
In 2001, the acclaimed pop singer, Jennifer Lopez, recorded a top hit
song, “Love don’t cost a thing.” The idea that love is free, and flows freely, is a
grave misunderstanding. Love is costly. It requires time, attention, thoughtfulness, consideration, and creativity to curate its wonderful expression. German
theologian, Dietrich Bonhoeffer agrees in the theology of what he calls, “costly
grace.” Grace, as an act of love, is very costly.
In the church, there are many who give and share love. Usually, these
individuals serve as leaders within the church. Unfortunately, leaders are not
immune to the costs of love nor the difficulty and rigor of leadership. Love and
leadership are so costly that the majority of God’s called and elected leaders, at
some point, experienced depression and/or despair in their ministry. In many
cases, like Jonah, Moses, and Elijah, God’s leaders ask for death because they
can no longer bear the cost of love in the ministry of leadership.
In Numbers 11, we see Moses come to a point of frustration and despair
where he can no longer lead and nearly refuses to keep moving forward. Moses
is so bold that he says to God, “If you continue to keep things the way they are,
you might as well kill me.”
How does God respond? God raises up 70 elders to help share the burden of leadership. In addition, God raises up Eldad and Medad, two prophets,
anointing them with the Spirit, so that they can serve and edify God’s people.
When read together with our Epistle in the Book of James, we get this
idea that help is a necessary part of ministry and it is essential to (healthy) ministry. Love does have a cost, and it is a cost that is too great for any one person.
However, when the cost is divided between and among the body of Christ it is
manageable.
For us at Lihue Lutheran Church, we should find great encouragement
knowing that God has equipped and empowered us to love and serve one another and the world around us. This task, neighbor-love, is too great for any one
member, but when shared by all it becomes a tangible sign of God’s grace in
the world for all to experience and enjoy. Let us continue to love and serve together, as one-body, with many parts, sharing responsibility of ministry together!!
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For Further Reflection
Ideas

Studies have shown that even if the competing product is less expensive and of higher quality, if
the buyer has a preexisting loyalty, forget about it—very rarely does a brand-loyal person make
a switch (Jayson DeMers, “The Psychology of Brand Loyalty: 5 Key Takeaways,”Entrepreneur, August 14, 2017). To illustrate, choose a few familiar brands that you
know will divide your listeners. Brand loyalty might be a goal of modern marketing and a helpful
time-saver to us at the grocery store or car dealership, but it’s a poor way of living out our faith.
Categorical thinking, particularly in categorizing people, has its limits. Jesus’ rebuke is not the
message that disciples can do whatever they like, or that whatever happens, happens; rather, it
is that everyone who ministers in the name of God is an insider. And the work they do is God’s
holy work. There is only one category; the God we serve is great.

Movies

Profundities abound in Toy Story 4 (Pixar, 2019). Moved by the trepidation Bonnie is feeling on
her first day of kindergarten, Cowboy Woody chooses to sneak into her backpack. The classroom scene is a busy scramble with Woody in the background, helping an emotional Bonnie find
her place, fetching her crayons, and more. Is it true that servants have to be seen and commended in order to be effective? Great work can be done in the background. Equipping, sharing, asking, collaborating, finding meaning in quietly getting the job done—these too are deeds
of power (Mark 9:39). Jesus blesses the desire to stay unseen, trusting that whatever good is
needed, there is a reward for those who do it (Mark 9:41).

Ritual

The warning Jesus gives in Mark 9 includes both identification of sin and assurance of blessing.
As the US grapples with the enduring legacy of white supremacy, the Olive Branch community
of Rochester, Minnesota, has designed a liturgy that reflects Jesus’ action toward naming sin
and naming blessing. We Renounce: A Litany Remembering Holy Baptism (script and video)
includes the invitation “profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess your vocation of
love.”
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Worship Reflection
What biblical texts stood out to me and why?
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
What do I feel God is trying to say to me in and through this sermon?
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
Is the Holy Spirit prompting me to change something in my heart or life? If yes,
what is it? What is one step I can take to make a positive change in my life this
week?
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
Where did I see/hear God in the sermon?
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

