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Welcome to the Second Sunday of Advent!
Introduction
John calls people to repent, to clear the decks, to completely reorder their lives so that nothing
gets in the way of the Lord’s coming. The reading from Isaiah gives the context for this radical
call: the assurance of forgiveness that encourages us to repent; the promise that the coming one
will be gentle with the little ones. Isaiah calls us all to be heralds with John, to lift up our voices
fearlessly and say, “See, your God is coming!” We say it to one another in worship, in order to
say it with our lives in a world in need of justice and peace.

Overview
Prophesy, Patience, and Promise
Advent is a season of expectation, the word itself meaning “coming.” Many families spend these
four weeks waiting for children to come home from college, or for grandparents to come for
Christmas dinner. For young children, these days of waiting can seem like a thousand years.
Others are amazed at how quickly time is flying, as they sense the end of their own lives drawing
near. In the interval, stories from the past are told and retold as a way of remembering the
significance of these waiting days.
The arrival scripture speaks of is both more profound and more sublime. It is the coming end of a
way of being that has seemed like exile, like imprisonment. It is salvation from all that has torn
us and our world apart. As we wait alongside the readers of Mark’s gospel, we too hear voices
from the past in the prophetic words of Isaiah (and Malachi and Exodus) that prepare us to
receive the one who is coming into the world: Jesus Christ, the Son of God (Mark 1:1).
As with any long period of waiting, we know that the final days are the hardest to bear. We
struggle to understand why we ourselves, never mind the rest of creation, must wait any longer
for the salvation and redemption God has promised. Our salvation is bound up with one
another’s though, and we are reminded that God has been patient with us, “not wanting any to
perish” (2 Peter 3:9). We therefore practice patience with God as we remain steadfast in hope
and lead lives of holiness and godliness worthy of the new era that is coming (2 Peter 3:11-12).
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Announcements
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Spiritual Direction – Opportunity to grow in faith and discovery God! Contact Liedeke Bulder
Deck the Halls – recap
Free Advent Book – PDF downloadable on our website under the resources tab
Mobile Muchies needs volunteers – Thursday morning.
Food Distribution – December 19 @ 9am, The Veteran’s Center
Christmas Eve Service – Thursday, December 24 @ 7pm hybrid – local and Facebook live
Christmas Eve Youth Group – Sunday, December 20 – Gingerbread House Decorating!

Weekly Events
1. Youth Group
a. Sunday, December 6, “Do you actually need Jesus?” @ 5:30-7:00pm, Fellowship hall
2. College and Young Adults
a. Monday, December 7, “Preparation as confessional” @ 5:30-7:00pm, Fellowship hall
3. Women’s Book Study – Advent Book
a. Wednesday, December 8, @ 7:30-8:30pm via zoom https://zoom.us/j/96513446272
4. Table Talk – Simply Wait: Cultivating Stillness in the Season of Advent
a. Thursday, December 9, @ 5:30-6:45pm @ Fellowship hall + Pupus and BYOB!
5. Centering Prayer with Liedeke Bulder
a. Saturday, December 11, @ 9-10am via zoom https://us04web.zoom.us/j/9079773456

Prayer Concerns
Please remember these people in your prayers during the week: Zosimo and Virginia Austria, Karen Kinoshita, Jake
Whisenhunt, Rick Rentz, Stan Weeks, Judy Hoffman, Norman Dibble, Marie Johnson, Kazue Zaima, Virginia
Hines-Aflague, John Mattek, Girald II (Bobby Girald’s son), Kristie Schmid (Tony’s sister), Lolli Hagen, Abraham
Torres, Sr., Kristy Kahananui, Sonny Koerte, Mallory Rodriguez, Steve Schantz, Peter Alisna, Tirzah Pope, John
McIntyre, Pastor Matthew Weber, Joyce Anglemyer, Stephen Shioi, Peggy Hood, Jason Shimono, Richard Rasay,
Nancy Nelson (formely Mandell), Karen & Patrick Pavao, Edward Rasay, Karen Richards (friend of Nancy
Mandell), Marcos Larson (Liedeke’s son), Dora Jane Rowell, Franklin Parraga, Penny Parraga, Leticia Ancog (Kurt
Javinar’s sister), Yvonne Shinseki, Al Dressler (Larry’s Father), Shirley Hallman (Denese Alcott’s Mother), Mercy
Ballesteros, Mike LaBerge, Anna Marie & Phil Croghan, Judy Carlson, Caroline Johnson, Sheila Belarmino, Ray
Roderick, The Church Council, and leaders in the ELCA. If you have additional prayer requests, please let the
church office know. “Ask it in my name . . .” Mahalo for your love.

Remembering our Military
As we gather for worship, please remember those serving us in the military, and the families of our Hawai’i National
Guard. These names have been given by loved ones and family members: Navy – TJ, Javinar, Kristian Matsumoto,
Coast Guard - Brian Rodriguez, Navy - Kiana Alisna, Coast Guard - Ke’ale Renta Army - Jason Lumacad, Levi
Fajardo: Air Force - Steven Javinar, Ikaika Fajardo, Army - Brandon Perkinson, Drew Cox, Tony Garton: National
Guard - Benji MacKenzie, Eddie Resinto, Fred Casticimo, Philip Kamakea, Anthony Y. Torres, Master Sgt. If you
know of someone you would like added to our prayer list, please advise the church office.

Prepare the Way
John the Baptist prepares the way for Jesus, and he starts with confession and repentance of sin. I think this is an atraditional way to think of making room for Jesus in our hearts and minds. However, if we recall last week’s Old
Testament lesson, the author of Isaiah 64 moves from invocation to confession. It is confession that ultimately
invokes, or brings near, the presence of God. Isaiah 59:2 says, “but the problem is that your sins have cut you off
from God.” To become closer to God, and to make room for God, confession has to be a part of the equation.
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Welcome, Check-In, and Announcements
Type into the Facebook chatbox and respond to one, or more, of the following four check-in
prompts

Moment of Mindfulness
Prepare your hearts and minds for worship. If there’s anything you’ve been carrying or need to
give to God to open you to worship today, do that now. 1 Peter 5:7 says, “cast all of your
anxieties on Him, because your Heavenly Father cares for you.”

*Order for Confession and Forgiveness (please stand)
P We are gathered in the name of the Father, Makua, and of the + Son, Keiki Kane, and of the
Holy Spirit, Uhane Hemolele.
C Amen

P Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection
P Holy One,
C we confess that we are not awake for you. We are not faithful in using your gifts.
We forget the least our siblings. We do not see your beautiful image in one
another. We are infected by sin that divides your beloved community. Open our
hearts to your coming, open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, open our hands
to serve your creation. Amen.
P People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace your sins are forgiven, and
you are free—free from all that holds you back and free to live in the peaceable realm of
God. May you be strengthened in God’s love, ☩ comforted by Christ’s peace, and
accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit.

*Gathering Song

ELW 715
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*Apostolic Greeting
P The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit,
be with you all.
C And also with you.

*Prayer of the Day
P Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his
coming strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen

First Reading (please be seated)

Isaiah 40:1-11

In grand, flowing, poetic lines, the prophet announces that the exile of God’s people in Babylon
is over. God will deliver Israel and will care for her as a shepherd cares for the sheep. This word
can be trusted, because the only enduring reality in life is the word of God.
1
Comfort, O comfort my people,
says your God.
2
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that she has served her term,
that her penalty is paid,
that she has received from the Lord’s hand
5

double for all her sins.
3

A voice cries out:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
4
Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
5
Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
and all people shall see it together,
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”
A voice says, “Cry out!”
And I said, “What shall I cry?”
All people are grass,
their constancy is like the flower of the field.
7
The grass withers, the flower fades,
when the breath of the Lord blows upon it;
surely the people are grass.
8
The grass withers, the flower fades;
but the word of our God will stand forever.
9
Get you up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good tidings;
lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,
lift it up, do not fear;
say to the cities of Judah,
“Here is your God!”
10
See, the Lord God comes with might,
and his arm rules for him;
his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.
11
He will feed his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms,
and carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead the mother sheep.
6

A

The Word of the Lord C

Thanks be to God.

The Lighting of the Advent Wreath – Advent 2
P Blessed are You, God of our Salvation; You promised to send Your messenger to
prepare the way by building a highway straight and level and by preaching a baptism of
repentance. As we light this candle, kindle among us the refiners fire, purify us of sin, and
bring the good work begun in us to completion by the day of Jesus Christ; let Your face
shine on us and bless us that we may be saved..
C Amen.
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Second Reading

2 Peter 3:8-15a

This short letter deals with pressing concerns regarding the final advent of Jesus, especially
concerns that could arise over its apparent delay. The author of the letter calls on Christians to
anticipate the promised coming of the Lord through conduct dedicated to God.
8
Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a
thousand years are like one day. 9The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of
slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. 10But
the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise,
and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will
be disclosed.
11
Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be
in leading lives of holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of
God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt
with fire? 13But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth,
where righteousness is at home.
14

Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at
peace, without spot or blemish; 15aand regard the patience of our Lord as salvation.
A

The Word of the Lord C

Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation (please stand)

*The Holy Gospel

Mark 1:1-8

The Gospel of Mark does not begin with a story of Jesus’ birth but with the voice of one crying
out in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord.
P The Holy Gospel according to
Saint Mark, the first chapter.
1

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
2
As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way;
3
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,’ ”
4
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
7

forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their
sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate
locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after
me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with
water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
P The Gospel of the Lord.

Keiki Sermon (please be seated)
Sermon
*Song of the Day (please stand)
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*Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of
the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

*Prayers of the Church
P

God of power and might, comfort your people and come quickly to this weary world. Hear our
prayers for everyone in need.
A

C
A

C
A

C
A

C
A

Faithful God, you teach us to wait for you with faithfulness and patience. Sustain
and support us in our doubts and questions. Nurture our faith as we discern and
enact your mission. Hear us, O God.
your mercy is great.
Loving God, you set the stars in the sky and breathe life into the earth. Renew
the face of creation where it is in need of your healing touch. Mend the wounds of
environmental damage and restore balance to ecosystems so that all creation
can declare your praise. Hear us, O God.
your mercy is great.
Steadfast God, you never tire of seeking justice. Where people suffer from
discrimination, judgment, and injustice, speak words of truth and comfort. We
pray especially for . . . Lead us toward a world where faithfulness will sprout
underfoot and righteousness rain down from above. Hear us, O God.
your mercy is great.
Leading God, you ask us to make uneven ground smooth. Make even the
disparities between your people. Sustain and support people with physical and
intellectual disabilities. Accompany disability advocates who work for a world
accessible to all. Teach us to celebrate the great diversity in our midst. Hear us,
O God.
your mercy is great.
Tender God, you know sorrow and joy alike. We pray for those in our families
and congregation who are not joyful in this holiday season. Comfort those who
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grieve, be a companion to all who are lonely, tend those who are sick or
struggling with depression, and gather all people in your healing embrace. Hear
us, O God.
C your mercy is great.
A Eternal God, we give thanks for the saints who have prepared your way in the
wilderness and taught us to continue their faithful work (especially Nicholas of
Myra). Make their generous lives an example for all. Hear us, O God.
C your mercy is great.
P Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord.
C Amen

Queen’s Prayer

English Translation
1. O Lord thy Loving Mercy,
Is high as the Heavens.
It tells us of thy truth.
And ‘tis filled with holiness

3. For thy grace I beseech thee.
Bring us ‘neath thy protection.
And peace will be thy portion
Now and forever more. Amen

Sharing of the Peace
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.
P Let us share peace in the Facebook live chatbox with one another.

*Offering Prayer (please stand)
P Generous God, you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every season.
Bless all that we offer, that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing.
In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray.
C Amen.

Offertory (please be seated)
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I was listening to a sermon earlier this week and my pastor said this during the offering, “God
always asks for your worst before God asks for your best.” A different way to think about the
offering this week, if you’ve never done this. Perhaps consider passing on the offering and
instead offer God your sin. This is not only a way to prepare God room in your heart and mind
but also a way to enter into a deeper worship on this particular week, which is deeply
confessional. It’s not that we don’t want your gift, tithe, or offering, but what we want more than
your gifts, tithes, and offerings, is for you to grow in your faith and experience Jesus. As the
lectionary leads, one way we can do this is by giving God our sin so that God can give us His
grace. (Just another way to think about the offering this week.)
If, in this discernment, God puts it on your heart to give, donations can be made online, mailed
in, or given on our website here or you can copy and paste the weblink below @
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgibin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=tYgT1GfNxRUldiimjHMvORYXmm3bazY6GfrmTtVDZydskSODE
a-Up5lt373GHnco2evTpo0mld6BrVzd2nG0p8xSFKZ9u6c4AzLo4CjNx7k=&ver=3

Offertory Song (please stand)

Lord of Aloha

Holy Communion (please be seated)
*Lord’s Prayer (spoken in unison; please stand)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
11

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

*Blessing
P The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected Savior fill you with
love, the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, ☩ now and forever.
C Amen

*Sending Song
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Dismissal
A Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.
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C Thanks be to God

Prepare the way
Last week’s lectionary was striking for a number of reasons. First, the Old Testament lesson
violates our traditional understanding of Advent. The Author of third Isaiah begins chapter 64
with, “tear open the Heavens come down!” The voice of this person is not calm. The posture of
this person is not still. The demeanor of this body is not waiting. They can no longer wait. They
must have Jesus!
Second, it’s interesting to see how the lament, though it follows a similar structure of lament,
moves from invocation to confession. Did anyone notice that? The author laments and wails,
crying out to God and crying our for God to come. Then, they alter their stance. They change
their demeanor and disposition and take on a posture of humility, confessing their sin.
A part of the Christian life is confessional. We not only confess our sin but, at a deeper level, our
need for Jesus. I’m not sure if you’ve thought about this, but confession is a way to empty our
lives of all the things we’ve wrongly filled up on and turned to in order to make room for Jesus
and Jesus’ Kingdom in and through our lives.
I think this is an important posture for us in this Christmas season. One way to make room for
more of Jesus is to confess the sin that has inhabited (too much) room in our hearts and minds
and lives so that we can rid ourselves of sin, receive forgiveness, and make room for Jesus. This
is the way that John declares. One way that John prepares the way for Jesus is by teaching
repentance and confession of sin (which we see in our Gospel message).
Today, here and now, prepare the way for the Lord. In other words, make some room. Do a
winter cleaning and figure out what needs to be thrown out; and don’t just make room, put
something else in the places where sin used to inhabit. Consider Matthew 12 and the return of
the unclean spirit. Here, a homeowner clears out their home but fails to replace what has been
thrown out with anything (spiritual). Therefore, the spirit that was thrown out gathers more
spirits, comes back, and the person who once cleared everything out will be worse off.
Don’t be like that person. Clear the way for Jesus in your life and then fill your life with things of
Jesus and Jesus’ Kingdom in your life. To prepare the way for Jesus is not just about making
room, it’s about filling one’s life with the things of God once room has been made. In accordance
with Matthew 12, then the spirits who were cleared out will come back and find a full house and
have no place to return and go on their way. So, making room isn’t just about cleaning up and
clearing out, it’s also about filling up (with the right stuff).
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