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Prayer Concerns
Please remember these people in your prayers during the week: Joe Morgan, Zosimo and Virginia Austria, Karen Kinoshita, Jake Whisenhunt, Rick Rentz, Stan Weeks, Judy Hoffman, Norman Dibble, Marie Johnson, Kazue Zaima, Virginia Hines-Aflague, John Mattek, Girald II (Bobby
Girald’s son), Kristie Schmid (Tony’s sister), Lolli Hagen, Abraham Torres, Sr., Kristy Kahananui, Sonny Koerte, Mallory Rodriguez, Steve Schantz, Peter Alisna, Tirzah Pope, John
McIntyre, Pastor Matthew Weber, Joyce Anglemyer, Stephen Shioi, Peggy Hood, Jason Shimono, Richard Rasay, Nancy Nelson (formely Mandell), Karen & Patrick Pavao, Edward Rasay,
Karen Richards (friend of Nancy Mandell), Marcos Larson (Liedeke’s son), Dora Jane Rowell,
Franklin Parraga, Penny Parraga, Leticia Ancog (Kurt Javinar’s sister), Yvonne Shinseki, Al
Dressler (Larry’s Father), Shirley Hallman (Denese Alcott’s Mother), Mercy Ballesteros, Mike
LaBerge, Anna Marie & Phil Croghan, Judy Carlson, Caroline Johnson, Sheila Belarmino, Ray
Roderick, The Church Council, and leaders in the ELCA. If you have additional prayer requests,
please let the church office know. “Ask it in my name . . .” Mahalo for your love.

Remembering Our Military
As we gather for worship, please remember those serving us in the military, and the families of
our Hawai’i National Guard. These names have been given by loved ones and family members:
Navy – TJ, Javinar, Kristian Matsumoto, Coast Guard - Brian Rodriguez, Navy - Kiana Alisna,
Coast Guard - Ke’ale Renta Army - Jason Lumacad, Levi Fajardo: Air Force - Steven Javinar,
Ikaika Fajardo, Army - Brandon Perkinson, Drew Cox, Tony Garton: National Guard - Benji MacKenzie, Eddie Resinto, Fred Casticimo, Philip Kamakea, Anthony Y. Torres, Master Sgt. If you
know of someone you would like added to our prayer list, please advise the church office.

Introduction
“Rejoice always,” begins the reading from 1 Thessalonians. Isaiah and the psalmist make clear
that God is turning our mourning into laughter and shouts of joy. “All God’s children got a robe,”
go the words of a spiritual. It is not so much a stately, formal, pressed outfit as it is a set of party
clothes, clothes we are happy to wear. We receive that robe in baptism, and in worship we gather for a foretaste of God’s party.

Welcome to Our Guests
It is always a joy to share our faith and worship with people visiting from around the world.
Please know your presence and participation in our service is most appreciated. At Lihue Lutheran we celebrate Holy Communion at every service. You are certainly welcome in joining us
as our Lord comes to us in this holy meal.
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Overview
Give Witness and Rejoice
The third Sunday of Advent—also known as Gaudete (rejoice)—is one in which the church has rejoiced as the advent of the Messiah draws nearer. Whether or not you mark this Sunday with a pink
candle on the wreath, the texts for the day echo this rejoicing, this “we’re almost there” excitement,
in a multitude of ways. Isaiah couples images of a people restored with images of weddings and
springtime and oak trees. The psalmist offers up images of a harvest festival, and Paul urges us to
rejoice “always.”
John the Baptist, in his own way, calls for rejoicing by his acknowledgment that he is not what we are
waiting for. John, like us, has a mission to bear witness, but when he says “I am not,” we hear a clear
contrast to all the ways Jesus will identify himself with the Father: “I am the bread of life.” “I am the
resurrection.” “I am the good shepherd.” All these things Jesus will be for God’s people, but John’s
job is simply to bear witness to the light.
How do we bear witness, while still waiting? Or can joy in the midst of waiting be that very witness?
In Advent we are not called to act as though we do not know how this story ends, as though Jesus’
birth and life, death and resurrection, are still before us. But we do know that sense of longing for
God’s salvation to be fulfilled, and the temptation to imagine that we have to save ourselves, instead
of waiting for God’s purposes to be worked out in God’s time. John reminds us that there can be joy
in taking our proper place, pointing to Jesus without needing to be Jesus.

Quote
John the Baptist testifies to the religious authorities about his belief in Jesus’ power and how it relates to both Isaiah’s prophecy and his own life. In Preaching as Testimony Anna Carter Florence begins by defining testimony to mean just that: “. . . we tell what we have seen and heard, and we confess what we believe about it . . . in the biblical text and in life” (Louisville, KY: Westminster John
Knox Press, 2007, p. xiii). She continues that testimony is a powerful preaching tradition usually located on the margins of church and society (much like John) but can be used by everyone. She writes,
“Preaching in the tradition of testimony shifts the locus of authority away from the ministerial office
and places it with the one who testifies: that is, the one who has seen and believed the liberating
power of God’s Word and who then risks proclaiming the truth of the gospel. This shift locates authentic and authoritative preaching not in the ecclesial center but in particular situations of struggle
and trial at the margins, in which competing worldviews and even lives may be at stake” (pp. xxvi–
xxvii).
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Announcements and Weekly
Events!
Announcements
1. Spiritual Direction – Opportunity to grow in faith and discovery God! Contact Liedeke Bulder
2. Free Advent Book – PDF downloadable on our website under the resources tab
3. God’s Grindz (Jan and Feb) & Mobile Muchies needs volunteers (Thursday AM)
4. Food Distribution – December 19 @ 9am, The Veteran’s Center
5. Youth Group - Saturday, December 19, 5:30-8:30pm - dinner and a movie (Elf)
6. Youth Group – Sunday, December 20 – Gingerbread House Decorating!
7. College and Young Adults - Monday, December 21 - Gingerbread House Decorating!
8. Christmas Eve Service – Thursday, December 24


Hybrid – local and Facebook live



7:30 P.M. service - Candlelight Christmas Eve Service



11:00 P.M. service - Candlelight Service of Scriptures, Carols, & Communion

Weekly Events


Youth Group
Sunday, December 13, “Fake it till you feel it” @ 5:30-7:00pm, Fellowship hall



College and Young Adults
Monday, December 14, “Walking by faith” @ 5:30-7:00pm, Fellowship hall



Women’s Book Study – Advent Book
Wednesday, December 16, @ 7:30-8:30pm via zoom https://zoom.us/j/96513446272



Table Talk – Simply Wait: Cultivating Stillness in the Season of Advent
Thursday, December 17, @ 5:30-7:00pm @ Fellowship hall + Pupus and BYOB!



Centering Prayer with Liedeke Bulder
Saturday, December 19, @ 9-10am via zoom https://us04web.zoom.us/j/9079773456
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Third Sunday of Advent
Order for Worship
Welcome, Check-In, and Announcements
Type into the Facebook chatbox and respond and say “Aloha!” to those joining us here locally and others
from around the world!

Moment of Mindfulness
Take a moment to center your heart and prepare your Spirit for worship.

*Confession and Forgiveness

P Trusting in the Word of Life given in Baptism, we are gathered in the name of
the Father, Makua, and of the Son, Keiki Kane, and of the Holy Spirit, Uhane
Hemolele.
C Amen
P Together, let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as God
desires.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Loving and forgiving God,
C we confess that we are held captive by sin. In spite of our best efforts, we
have gone astray. We have not welcomed the stranger; we have not loved
our neighbor; we have not been Christ to one another. Restore us, O God.
Wake us up and turn us from our sin. Renew us each day in the light of
Christ. Amen.
P People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace your sins are forgiven, and you are free from all that holds you back and free to live in the
peaceable realm of God. May you be strengthened in God’s love, comforted by
Christ’s peace, and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen

*Gathering Song

Prepare the Royal Highway
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*The Apostolic Greeting
P The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit, be with you all.
C And also with you.

*Prayer of the Day

P Let us pray. Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the
words of your prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your light; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

C Amen

First Reading

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

Though the people had returned to Jerusalem from exile in Babylon, they continued to face
hardship and oppression. In the language of the jubilee year described in Leviticus 25, the
prophet, moved by the spirit of God, announces deliverance for those who are oppressed and
comfort for those who mourn.
I will faithfully give them their recompense,
and I will make an everlasting covenant with
them.
9
Their descendants shall be known among the
nations,
and their offspring among the peoples;
all who see them shall acknowledge
that they are a people whom the Lord has
blessed.
10
I will greatly rejoice in the Lord,
my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
11
For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to
spring up,
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and
praise
to spring up before all the nations.

1

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me,
because the Lord has anointed me;
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,
to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and release to the prisoners;
2
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor,
and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mourn;
3
to provide for those who mourn in Zion—
to give them a garland instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,
the planting of the Lord, to display his glory.
4
They shall build up the ancient ruins,
they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities,
the devastations of many generations.
8

For I the Lord love justice,
I hate robbery and wrongdoing;

A The Word of the Lord

C Thanks be to God.
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The Lightning of the Advent Wreath

Advent 3

P Blessed are you, God of our Salvation; you promised to take away judgment, to
cast our fear, and to turn the shame of the outcast into praise. As we light this
candle, kindle in us the fire of your Holy Spirit to make known your deeds
among the nations and to sing for joy when you are in our midst; let your face
shine on us and bless us that we may be saved.
C Amen

Second Reading

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

Paul concludes his letter to the Thessalonians by encouraging them to live lives of continual joy,
prayer, and thanksgiving. The closing blessing is grounded in the hope of Christ’s coming.

what is good; 22abstain from every form of evil.
23
May the God of peace himself sanctify you
entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body
be kept sound and blameless at the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The one who calls you
is faithful, and he will do this.

.16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing,
18
give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the
will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not
quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise the words of
prophets, 21but test everything; hold fast to

A The Word of the Lord

C Thanks be to God.

*The Gospel Acclamation

Holy Gospel

John 1:6-8, 19-28

John’s gospel describes Jesus as the “light of the world.” John the Baptist is presented as a witness to Jesus, one who directs attention away from himself to Christ, the true light.

P The Holy Gospel according to
Saint John, the first chapter.
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“I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ ”
as the prophet Isaiah said.
24
Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him, “Why then are you
baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor
Elijah, nor the prophet?” 26John answered them,
“I baptize with water. Among you stands one
whom you do not know, 27the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong
of his sandal.” 28This took place in Bethany
across the Jordan where John was baptizing.

There was a man sent from God, whose name
was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to
the light, so that all might believe through him.
8
He himself was not the light, but he came to
testify to the light.
19

This is the testimony given by John when
the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed
and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the
Messiah.” 21And they asked him, “What then?
Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you
the prophet?” He answered, “No.” 22Then they
said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say
about yourself?” 23He said,

P The Gospel of the Lord.

Keiki Sermon
Sermon
Hymn of the Day

On the Jordan’s Bank The Baptist’s Cry
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*Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On
the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
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*The Prayers of the Church
P

God of power and might, shine your radiance and come quickly to this weary world.
Hear our prayers for everyone in need.

A

God of preachers and messengers, you have entrusted your church with the work of
proclaiming good news. Strengthen the witness of bishops, pastors, deacons, church
musicians, lay leaders, and all people who contribute their prayers and talents to public
worship. Embed your word in their hearts. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

C
A

C
A

C
A

C

God of every living creature, you announce the year of your favor for all of creation. Extend your kindness and relief to endangered animals and plants. Strengthen the human
beings who rely on the rhythms of nature to make their living. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of all peoples and nations, you plant us as your oaks of righteousness and ask us
to care for one another. Be present with the leaders of every nation as they govern.
Give them a spirit of righteousness, that your goodness and mercy is revealed through
their actions. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of exiles and wanderers, you repair what was once destroyed. We pray for people
who have been displaced from their homes by fire, flood, earthquake, or storm. Support
the work of Lutheran World Relief, Lutheran Disaster Response, and all disaster relief
organizations in their recovery efforts. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

A

God of the powerful and helpless, you clothe us with strength when our spirits are weak
and weary. Bestow your spirit upon this congregation and empower us to comfort the
people who turn to us in times of need. Make your church a place of refuge and healing.
Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
P God of sinners and saints, you offer joy even in the midst of our grief. We are grateful
for the beloved, imperfect people whose lives testified to your radiant love (especially
Lucy, martyr of the church). Anoint all who mourn with the oil of gladness. Hear us, O
God.
C Your mercy is great.
P Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord.
C Amen

*The Queen’s Prayer
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English Translation
1. O Lord thy Loving Mercy,
Is high as the Heavens.
It tells us of thy truth.
And ‘tis filled with holiness

3. For thy grace I beseech thee.
Bring us ‘neath thy protection.
And peace will be thy portion
Now and forever more. Amen

The Sharing of the Peace
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.
P Let us share the peace of the Lord with those here locally and those joining us
online via Facebook live!

Offertory Word

Dear friends, we invite you into a time of gifts, tithes, and offerings. If you are desire
God in this season of Advent, and want to see God show up in your life, take a step of
faith and considering giving today. Faith comes alive when it is put into action. May the
joy of giving fill your heart, not out of duty or obligation but as the overflow of a worshipful heart that has tasted and seen the infinite worth of our Savior.
If God puts it on your heart to give, donations can be given here today, mailed in, or
given online our website here or you can copy and paste the weblink below @
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?
appver3=tYgT1GfNxRUldiimjHMvORYXmm3bazY6GfrmTtVDZydskSODEaUp5lt373GHnco2evTpo0mld6BrVzd2nG0p8xSFKZ9u6c4AzLo4CjNx7k=&ver=3
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Offertory Response

Lord of Aloha

*Offertory Prayer
P Let us pray. Living God,
C Risen Christ, receive these gifts, with our hopes, dreams, and prayers.
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread, that our eyes may be
opened to see your presence among us, and our lives filled with the new
life of your resurrection. Amen
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*The Words of Institution

(All are welcome to share in this meal with us. The sacraments are provided in accordance to synodical guidelines in collaboration with CDC, state, and local precautions. If
you do not have sacraments, please raise your hand and an usher will bring them to you.)

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

*The Blessing
P The body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ, strengthen you
and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.

*The Post Communion Prayer
P Let us pray. Loving God, by your Spirit we are born anew, and you nourish us
with this holy food, by which we grow into salvation. Give us grace to live as
your risen daughters and sons, shining in the world with your marvelous light,
until you gather all creation to the heavenly table where Christ reigns in glory
forever.
C Amen.

*The Benediction

P The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you; the Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace in the
name of Makua, Keiki Kane, and Uhane Hemolele
C Amen.

*The Sending Song

Hark, The Glad Sound!
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Dismissal
P Go in peace, prepare the way of the Lord !
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C

Thanks be to God!

Lessons & Prayers: Reprinted from Words for Worship and Sundays and Seasons, © 2007 Augsburg Fortress. Used
by permission of Augsburg Fortress.
Liturgy: Reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship © 1978. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #5539-L.
Hymns: Used by permission, G.I.A. Publications, Inc. and Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted under
OneLicense.net License # A-710088
Make Me An Instrument by Kurt Van Sickle, used by permission; www.isunmusic.com

Upcoming Commemorations
Lucy, martyr, died 304
Sunday, December 13, 2020
Lucy was a young Christian of Sicily who was martyred during the persecutions under Emperor
Diocletian. Her celebration became particularly important in Sweden and Noway, perhaps because the feast of Lucia (whose name means “light”) orginally fell on the shortest day of the
year.
John of the Cross, renewer of the church, died 1591
Monday, December 14, 2020
John was a member of the Carmelite monastic order, and worked to reform it. His writings reflect a deep interest in mystical thought and meditation.
Las Posadas (LLC)
Wednesday, December 16, 2020
This celebration, long popular in Mexico, takes its name from the “posadas,” or lodgings, sought
by Mary and Joseph in Bethlehem. Their search is reenacted in a neighborhood, unsuccessfully,
until finally they are welcomed in, and a party commences.
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Comfort, Good News, and the Like
Sometimes I wonder if the Gospel is actually Good News. Cognitively, as people of faith
we know it’s Good News, but does it affect or influence the way we think, feel, and live
our lives? Do we live in light of the Good News or despite it?

This past week I’ve been wondering, in my own life of faith, if the meaning of Advent
actually makes a difference in my life. This is something the college and young adults
group talked about earlier this week as well. We identified all the things that keep us
from thinking about God in this season of Advent. Candidly, we even discussed the fact
that we hadn’t really thought about Advent until our fellowship hour.
But isn’t that the way COVID has gone? It feels like we’re in a weird time warp and it’s
hard to locate yourself in time or space. And to take in, take on, or consider anything
else can feel almost overwhelming, or feel like you don’t have enough head space for
it.

It might seem like we’re asking a unique question, because of COVID, but we’re really
not. I think this is a timeless question that God has continually asked God’s people. And
the question isn’t just, “Do we live in light of the Gospel?” The question is much more
fundamental. Do we love God? Does God make a difference in our lives? Does God play
a part or a role in our lives? Or, do we live our lives fairly independent of God and only
call on Him when we need something.
I talked about this two weeks ago, but there’s a problem with pain and there’s a problem with prosperity. Both, ironically, can lead us away from God and cause the flame of
faith to grow dim. The challenge, not just in this season of COVID, but continually
throughout life is kindling and rekindling the fire of faith. Keeping the Gospel message
fresh in our hearts and minds, and continually remember all that God has done and has
yet to do; and then be grateful and thankful.
This week, spend some time reconsidering your life and faith. Does God matter? Does
God make a difference in your life? Is the news of the coming Christ indeed Good
News, or is it just another event that has become depleted of personal and spiritual
significance? My prayer for us is that we would grow in to a deeper worship and love
for God, and that God would reinvigorate the significance of Advent in our hearts and
minds.
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