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Welcome to the Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost!
Introduction
Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises in the reign of God.
In the reading from Ezekiel the people claim the ways of the Lord are unfair, while God offers
repentance and new life. Paul urges us to look to Christ as a model of humility, putting the
interests of others above our own. Nourished by the broken bread and shared cup, we offer our
lives for the sake of our needy world.

Overview
An Invitation to Grace
It is so easy and so tempting to build ourselves up at the expense of others. “I can’t imagine ever
doing that.” “How can people live like that?” “Who would do such a thing?” At some point we
all think or say these sorts of things. Like it or not, we use these words to comfort ourselves at
the expense of others. These words are a reminder that all people stand in need of God’s grace.
Each of this day’s readings shows us this reality. In the parable of the two sons, Jesus invites us
to choose between two sons when neither fully does the will of their father. Here Jesus makes the
point that we are all equally in need of God’s grace. Ezekiel proclaims God’s invitation, “Turn,
then, and live” (Ezek. 18:32). This is an invitation that extends to all people, from a God deeply
desiring a loving and life-giving relationship with humanity.
In Philippians, we are reminded of Jesus’ act of grace on the cross, emptying himself, becoming
sin so that all creation might be redeemed through him. In response, we discover a vision of the
day in which all creation speaks with a unified voice, declaring Jesus Christ is Lord.
This is a day of confession and forgiveness. We confess our need for God, our distance from
God, and our failures before God. In response, to our joy, we discover again the grace of God
outpoured. All humans are in need of God’s grace; God extends grace to all, and one day we will
confess that salvation as one people. All of today’s readings reveal the way in which all humans
are equal in the eyes of God.
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Announcements
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Food distribution (LCC + LLC) – Saturday, October 3 @ 9am
#GrowthInGrace Gardening Team – sponsorships and volunteer team recruitment
BYOB-BOBS meet Thursdays in the Fellowship hall
The Glory Project hosts Alpha (March, 21’) – volunteers to cook and clean: 10-week course
Youth Group – parent volunteers for weekly meals + sanitization assistance

Weekly Events
1. Hybrid – Virtual + Local Youth Group
a. Sunday, September 27, 5:30-7:00pm, @ Fellowship Hall
b. Zoom Link - https://zoom.us/j/92234312100
2. College and Young Adults Ministry
a. Tuesday, September 29, 6:00-7:00pm @ Fellowship hall
3. Women’s Book Study – Molokai’i
a. Wednesday, September 30, @ 7:30-8:30pm via zoom https://zoom.us/j/96513446272
4. Bible Study – “The Twelve” - Nahum
a. Thursday, October 1, @ 6:00-7:30pm @ Fellowship hall
5. Centering Prayer with Liedeke Bulder
a. Saturday, September 3, @ 9-10am via zoom https://us04web.zoom.us/j/9079773456
6. Maintenance (church property upkeep) day
a. Saturday, October 10 @ 8-11am

Prayer Concerns
Please remember these people in your prayers during the week: Judy Hoffman, Norman Dibble, Marie Johnson,
Minora Higa, Kazue Zaima, Virginia Hines-Aflague, John Mattek, Girald II (Bobby Girald’s son), Kristie Schmid
(Tony’s sister), Lolli Hagen, Abraham Torres, Sr., Kristy Kahananui, Sonny Koerte, Joan Duarte Ebesu, Mallory
Rodriguez, Steve Schantz, Leonarda Cadiz, Peter Alisna, Lea Cadiz, Tirzah Pope, John McIntyre, Pastor Matthew
Weber, Joyce Anglemyer, Stephen Shioi, Peggy Hood, Jason Shimono, Richard Rasay, Nancy Nelson (formely
Mandell), Karen & Patrick Pavao, Edward Rasay, Richard Duarte (Friend of Kurt Javinar), Karen Richards (friend of
Nancy Mandell), Marcos Larson (Liedeke’s son), Dora Jane Rowell, Franklin Parraga, Penny Parraga, Leticia
Ancog (Kurt Javinar’s sister), Yvonne Shinseki, Al Dressler (Larry’s Father), Shirley Hallman (Denese Alcott’s
Mother), Mercy Ballesteros, Mike LaBerge, Anna Marie & Phil Croghan, Judy Carlson, Caroline Johnson, Sheila
Belarmino, Ray Roderick, The Church Council, and leaders in the ELCA. If you have additional prayer requests,
please let the church office know. “Ask it in my name . . .” Mahalo for your love.

Remembering our Military
As we gather for worship, please remember those serving us in the military, and the families of our Hawai’i National
Guard. These names have been given by loved ones and family members: Navy – TJ, Javinar, Kristian Matsumoto,
Coast Guard - Brian Rodriguez, Navy - Kiana Alisna, Coast Guard - Ke’ale Renta Army - Jason Lumacad, Levi
Fajardo: Air Force - Steven Javinar, Ikaika Fajardo, Army - Brandon Perkinson, Drew Cox, Tony Garton: National
Guard - Benji MacKenzie, Eddie Resinto, Fred Casticimo, Philip Kamakea, Anthony Y. Torres, Master Sgt. If you
know of someone you would like added to our prayer list, please advise the church office.

Re-exploring the Psalm
Psalm returns to the cry of Psalm 119, the Psalm in our lectionary at the beginning of the month. Here we are faced
with a formational question to see how we’ve grown. Here we ask, “Do we desire God?” Read more at the end of
our bulletin!
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Welcome, Check-In, and Announcements
Type into the Facebook chatbox and respond to one, or more, of the following four check-in
prompts

*Order for Confession and Forgiveness
P We are gathered in the name of the Father, Makua, and of the + Son, Keiki Kane, and of the
Holy Spirit, Uhane Hemolele.
C Amen

P Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection
P Faithful God,
C have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass
judgment on one another before examining ourselves. We place our own needs
before those of our neighbors. We keep your gifts of salvation to ourselves. Make
us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
P God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection
Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in
the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in the freedom and newness to
do God’s work in the world.

Gathering Song

LBW 241
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*Apostolic Greeting
P The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit,
be with you all.
C And also with you.

*Prayer of the Day
P Let us pray. God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your
grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way
of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen

*First Reading

Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32

Ezekiel challenges those who think they cannot change because of what their parents were and
did, or who think they cannot reverse their own previous behavior. God insistently invites people
to turn and live.
1
The word of the Lord came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the
land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? 3As
I live, says the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4Know that all
lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person
who sins that shall die.
25
Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way
unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26When the righteous turn away from their
righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed
they shall die. 27Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have committed
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and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. 28Because they considered and turned
away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not
die. 29Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my
ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?
30
Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the
Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin.
31
Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no
pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then, and live.
A

The Word of the Lord C

Thanks be to God.

Psalm (to be read responsively)

Psalm 25:1-9

Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love. (Ps. 25:6)
1
To you, O Lord,
I lift up my soul.
2
My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
3
Let none who look to you be put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.
4
Show me your ways, O Lord,
and teach me your paths.
5
Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long.
6
Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love,
for they are from everlasting.
7
Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord.
8
You are gracious and upright, O Lord;
therefore you teach sinners in your way.
9
You lead the lowly in justice
and teach the lowly your way.

Second Reading

Philippians 2:1-13

As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a very early Christian hymn
that extols the selflessness of Christ in his obedient death on the cross. Christ’s selfless
perspective is to be the essential perspective we share as the foundation for Christian accord.
1
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the
Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the
same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit,
but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to your own
interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
6
who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
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as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
8
he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.
7
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Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,
10
so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11
and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
12

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but
much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it is
God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.
A

The Word of the Lord C

Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

*The Holy Gospel

Matthew 21:23-32

After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus begins teaching there. His
authority is questioned by the religious leaders, who are supposed to be in charge of the temple.
P The Holy Gospel according to
Saint Matthew, the twenty-first
chapter.
23

When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as
he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this
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authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then
I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25Did the baptism of John come from
heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From
heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human
origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus,
“We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing
these things.
28
“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work
in the vineyard today.’ 29He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 30The
father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go.
31
Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I
tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you.
32
For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax
collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your
minds and believe him.”
P The Gospel of the Lord.

Children’s Sermon
Sermon
Song of the Day

ELW 707
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*Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of
the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
9

crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

*Prayers of the Church
P

Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those
in need.
A

C
A

C
A

C
A

C
A

C
A

In all the world, give your church unity. Inspire all the baptized with the mind of
Christ. Where the church is powerful and where it struggles, shape us with
humility and obedience so that your love may be at work in us. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
Your Son took on all of bodily life in our world, even to death. Preserve and keep
your creation, O God. Mend and redeem places that are polluted and damaged,
so that all of creation confesses you as Lord. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Turn the nations toward life. Where our ways are unfair, give us new hearts and
new spirits. Where sin permeates our cultures and institutions, change our minds
and teach us to trust your authority. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Our lives are yours, O God. Relieve the suffering of those who are ill in body,
mind, or spirit. Defend the lives and welfare of children who are abused or
neglected, hungry or exploited, bullied or lonely. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Turn this congregation away from our own interests toward the interests of
others. Fill us with your compassion and sympathy. Bless ministries of care in our
community; make us into signs of your mercy and justice for our neighbors. Lord,
in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Be with our Ohana off island. As places around our nation re-open and re-close,
be with them. Place hedges of protection around them as they go about their
daily activities. Hold them in your love until they are able to come be with us
again. God of our salvation,

C hear our prayer.
P All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your
mercy; through Christ our Lord.
C Amen

Queen’s Prayer
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English Translation
1. O Lord thy Loving Mercy,
Is high as the Heavens.
It tells us of thy truth.
And ‘tis filled with holiness

3. For thy grace I beseech thee.
Bring us ‘neath thy protection.
And peace will be thy portion
Now and forever more. Amen

Sharing of the Peace
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.
P Let us share peace in the Facebook live chatbox with one another.

*Offering Prayer
P Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your
good creation. Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and
drink, and send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world, through the bread
of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

Offertory
I’m reminded this week that we can’t ever out-give God. No matter what we give, if and when we
give, God will always give back and God will always give first. This is why we worship. This is
why we offer tithes, gifts, and offerings because God first gave to us. It is out of the overflow of
our hearts, from the joy in our lives that we want to and are inspired to give back a small portion
of what God first has given to us. This week, if you decide to give: (1) do it from a joyful heart
and (2) recognize that life is more than material wealth. As the founder and owner of TOMS
shoes says, “you have to give to live.” Give today and uncover the joy of life that God has for you.
If, in this discernment, God puts it on your heart to give, donations can be made online, mailed
in, or given on our website here or you can copy and paste the weblink below @
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgibin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=tYgT1GfNxRUldiimjHMvORYXmm3bazY6GfrmTtVDZydskSOD
Ea-Up5lt373GHnco2evTpo0mld6BrVzd2nG0p8xSFKZ9u6c4AzLo4CjNx7k=&ver=3

Offertory Song

Lord of Aloha
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Sacramental Remembrance of Communion
*Lord’s Prayer (spoken in unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

*Blessing
P Mothering God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of
truth and life.
C Amen

Sending Song

ELW 814
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Dismissal
A Go in peace! Serve the poor!

C Thanks be to God

Upcoming Commemorations
Michael and All Angels
Tuesday, September 29, 2020
Michael the archangel, captain of the heavenly hosts, is remembered on this day along with the
other angels and archangels. The word "angel" means messenger, and in Judaism, Christianity,
and Islam, these beings have a fully spiritual nature and no physical body.
Jerome, translator, teacher, died 420
Wednesday, September 30, 2020
Jerome was a biblical scholar and translator, but rather than translating the original Hebrew and
Greek scriptures into classical Latin, he worked in the commonly-spoken Latin of the day,
creating a version called the Vulgate.
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Re-exploring the Psalm
One of my favorite pastors once asked a painfully basic but wildly revealing question,
“Do you desire God?” Actually stop to think about that. Do you desire God?
We might respond with the rationale and right response, which is unequivocally “Yes!”
but is the center of our lives oriented by the words of Psalm 25?
Show me . . .
Lead me . . .
It’s important to take a moment to re-examine our hearts deepest desires because, while
many of us might respond, “Yes, I desire God, and the things of God,” I think are
sometimes unpleasantly surprised by and in the ways that God shows up or reveals
God’s heart to us.
I keep thinking about the rich young ruler and why the rich young ruler walked away
sad. He proclaimed and exclaimed his desire for God but when he really found out what
it meant to follow God he was unpleasantly surprised and realized that was actually not
his deepest desire.
This is why the Psalm is so impressive. Here we have an author who genuinely desires
God. The picture we get is of someone who is not just thirsty or hungry but one who
looks to the Word and Way of God as their source and sustenance. Apart from God’s
leading and teaching they recognize that they will go astray, come upon destruction, or
be put to shame.
This is impressive because of the Psalmists recognition of what life is like without God’s
providence and sovereignty. Here we find an Psalter who truly grasps the importance of
God’s knowledge and understand and God’s way and leading. And so, the Psalmist
desires this so much that they “wake in the midnight hours to meditate on God’s
precepts” as Psalm 119 says.
My first question is this: do we really know how supremely valuable God is? And does
this knowledge lead us to desire God and the things of God above all else? My hope
and prayer for us this week is that we would grow in spiritual wisdom and knowledge to
understand the immeasurable value of Christ and earnestly desire God’s teaching and
leading in and over our lives.
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